The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

are:
£
o 1.To support Portuguese institutions and local
PP ! authorities in  maintaining, enhancing and

explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines.

2.To encourage British interest in the Lines of Torres
Vedras and awareness of the contemporary
developments.

3.70 raise Resources in support of these objectives.
To collaborate with Portuguese and British based
organisations, civil and military, in achieving these
objectives.

April Newsletter 2024

The Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras
The latest news can be found on News tab on the website.
Website: www.f-Itv.co.uk

Mark Thompson maintains the website and Facebook pages regularly, or search for us: Friends of the Lines of
Torres Vedras.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/

For more details, or to join, please contact us through our website or Facebook page, or email:
membershipfitv@gmail.com

Events
UK Weekend Event — 26" — 28 April 2024

11 of our members have committed to this visit which will include:
*  The Royal Engineers Museum
*  Fort Amherst and a tour of the underground structures
* Self-Guided Visit to the Historic Dockyard

A report of our visit will be published in a future newsletter.
Portugal Visit — 18" — 23™ October 2024

This 5 day visit is timed to coincide with the annual celebrations of the Lines of Torres Vedras Day on 20 October
and includes a two day battlefield tour of the Battle of Bussaco. As usual, we will participate in the celebrations
organised by ROTA, the entity that coordinates the preservation of and publicity about the forts of the Lines. We
will attend the inauguration of a new small museum at Monte Socorro, the site of one of the telegraph signaling
stations, as well as a visit to the museum at Sobral de Monte Agraco to see the exhibition, which includes exhibits
co-funded by donations from the FLTV. We will have a guided tour to some of the lesser-known forts at the east
end of the 1° Line and also visit a 16™ century church literally covered in Portuguese tiles from ceiling to the floor.

On the last two days we will head up north and stop off at the sixth oldest university in the world in Coimbra, on
our way to visit Lorvao, to see Wellington’s HQ and where his army crossed the Mondego river. Next we visit
Bussaco, the site of the only major battle of the 3rd Invasion of Portugal and the largest battle fought on
Portuguese soil. From here, Marshal Masséna marched his 60,000 strong army towards the capital, Lisbon, only
to be stopped by the Lines of Torres Vedras in October, 1810.

Further details can be found on the attached flyer. |If you are interested in participating, please advise
i | brewer@msn.com. There is a limited capacity.




Talks

New Programme for 2023-24 organised by Mark S Thompson for which we greatly thank him. Please put dates in

your diary and register with lan by emailing lan Brewer i_j_brewer@msn.com, who will send out zoom details
before each talk.

The next online talk for the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras will be on 23 April 2024, at 7pm (UK time). Andrew
Dismore will be speaking about Lt General Sir Charles Felix Smith RE, who had a long, eventful and colourful career
spanning over 50 years from the Napoleonic Wars to the Syria campaign, ending as colonel-commandant of the
corps of Royal Engineers in 1856.
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27 February 2024 - Bob‘Burnham* WeHInggn S Spy Masters; the Adventures of
Colonel John Grant and Captain Lewis Ruman

26 March 2024 - Rob Grlff {h The Batéle of Vimeiro and the Reverse Slope Falacy
23 April 2024 - Andrew Dlsmore /Gharles Felix Smith RE
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28 May 2024 - Ed Coss: Neuro-physiology, fear, and the British way of fighting

9 July 2024 - Rui Moura: Porfuguese medal and decorations awarded to British
soldiers for the Peninsular War.

Invade N. 29

The Rota Historica das Linhas de Torres publish the Invade Magazine regularly. | take this opportunity to share the
link to the Lines of the Torres InvadeMAG portal: https://www.invademag.pt/, where you will find a set of sections
and the agenda of what happens in the territory of the Lines of Torres.,, including
Mark's interview (in English).

https://www.invademag.pt/Invade 009/Invade 009 a conversa com EN.html

In addition the Rota Historica das Linhas de Torres publish a Webcast quarterly which includes interviews with
Portuguese historians. Unfortunately, these interviews are not translated, but for the Portuguese speakers
amongst us may be worth a look!

FLTV Donation

It has been agreed by your committee to contribute to the purchase of an authentic “Brown Bess” musket to
improve the display in the interpretation centre in Sobral. The provenance of this new exhibit indicates that it was
used in the Peninsular War. The current display features only a poor example of a French musket from the period.


https://www.invademag.pt/PDF/Edicoes/INVADE_PDF_09.pdf
https://www.invademag.pt/PDF/Edicoes/INVADE_PDF_09.pdf
https://www.invademag.pt/
https://www.invademag.pt/Invade_009/Invade_009_a_conversa_com_EN.html
https://www.invademag.pt/Invade_cast.html#invadecastep2
https://www.invademag.pt/Invade_cast.html#invadecastep2

This contribution demonstrates the committee’s continued commitment to the aims of the FLTV and to the support
of Portuguese local authorities.

FLTV Associates

Alongside the FLTV members we also have associates. We plan to focus on one per Newsletter to introduce them
to you.

Royal Engineers Museum, Ravelin Building, Chatham - About Us - Royal Engineers Museum (re-museum.co.uk)
The Library (including the archive) were founded in 1812 when Major Pasley founded the School of Military
Engineering. In 1951 a permanent and fitting home for the Library was established in the old lecture theatre in the
HQ School of Military Engineering building, Brompton Barracks.

The Museum was formally established by the Institute (later renamed “Institution”) of Royal Engineers in
1875. However, the original collection was largely drawn from a ‘model room’ of engineer equipment started by
Major Pasley at Chatham in 1812 and a collection of memorabilia begun in 1839 by Sgt Maj James Forbes at the
Royal Sappers and Miners depot in Woolwich. The latter being brought to Chatham in 1856.

In 1912 the Museum was established in the North Block of Brompton Barracks in what had originally been the
Chapel (now the RSME Auditorium). After two world wars and many other campaigns the collection outgrew the
space available and it moved to its present location in the Ravelin Building, where it was officially opened by Her
Majesty the Queen on 20 May 1987.

The Ravelin Building was designed by a Royal Engineer architect and opened in 1905 as the Electrical School of the
Corps. The ground floor houses galleries illustrating the history of the Corps to the end of the Second World War
and the magnificent medal collection. The courtyard, originally open, was roofed over in 1990 and now houses
displays showing the post-war history.

In the early 2000s, the Corps’ library, archive, and museum collections, were combined under the single
management of the REM. In 2021 this process was completed with the creation of a new Research Centre as well
as archive and library store facilities that enabled the entire historic collection of the Corps of Royal Engineers to
be housed within the Ravelin Building

The Collection now comprises over 1 million items and preserves the heritage of Britain’s military engineers
throughout the 300 years of their existence. From continental wars with France, conquest, and empire, through
two World Wars and to the present day, the story of personal experience, as well as the scientific and professional
development of military and civil engineering, is told in archives and by objects drawn from all corners of the
World.

Friends of the British Cemetery in Elvas, Portugal

The British Cemetery in Elvas, Portugal is the only cemetery in the Iberian Peninsula to hold the bodies of men
killed in battle during the Peninsular War.

The British Cemetery in Elvas, Portugal, is one of the oldest British Military Cemeteries in existence. It holds just
five known graves, but two of these are the only marked graves of thousands of British soldiers who fell at the
Battle of Albuera and another is a memorial to one of the thousands who fell during the three sieges of Badajoz.

On 14 May, the Friends of Elvas Cemetery will be attending the inauguration of a Napoleonic Room in the Elvas
Fort Museum, which will include engravings by Thomas St Clair. The next day, on 15 May, a memorial will be
unveiled in Vila Vigosa to honour those who fell during the Peninsula War and were buried in one of the three
recently-discovered British cemeteries in the town.


https://www.re-museum.co.uk/about-us/

