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The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras: 

To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining, enhancing and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines 

To encourage British interest in the Lines and awareness of the contemporary development 

To raise funds in support of these objectives 

To collaborate with Portuguese and British-based organisations ,civil and military ,in achieving these objectives 

 

Talks Programme   

Mark Thompson has produced a brilliant new programme for 2025/2026.  

If you are willing and able or know someone who is able and prepared to provide us with a relevant talk, please 

contact Mark Thompson - mark.s.thompson@me.com   

   

    
   

Please note there is a change of programme for the 21st July lecture. Sue Law will deliver a lecture “The Light 

Division in the Peninsular – Wellington’s Advance Guard”. 

 

 You may also find some other interesting material on our website  Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News   

2026 Event Programme   
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Spring 2026 event (25th/26th April 2026)   

The Spring visit will commence on Friday 24 April and finish at lunchtime on Sunday 26 April. We will be staying at 

one of Leeds’s landmark hotels the Met Hotel (short walk from the station) for two nights on a bed and breakfast 

basis. The weekend will commence with a Group dinner on the Friday night in the hotel. 

  

On the Saturday we have hired a minibus, and our first stop will be a brief look at the exterior of the Duke of 

Wellington’s (or the 33rd Foot as Wellington himself would have known it) old regimental headquarters in Halifax. 

This will be followed for the rest of the morning by a visit to the Regimental museum of the Wellingtons also in 

Halifax.  

  

From there we head to York stopping enroute for a pub lunch at the Rockingham Arms, which is located on the 

battlefield of Towton reputedly the bloodiest single day of a battle in England. During lunch we will hear a 

presentation on the battle by Chris Berendt, a Towton battlefield guide. From there we head to the York Army 

museum, which holds the collections of the Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire and the Royal Dragoon 

Guards and their antecedents - https://yorkarmymuseum.co.uk/collections/.  

  

We then return to our hotel in Leeds and in the evening will dine at Ambiente a Spanish Tapas restaurant.  

  

On the Sunday we will stroll to the Royal Armouries in Leeds, which is a must for anyone interested in Military 

History - https://royalarmouries.org/leeds.  The weekend ends after this visit to allow people time to travel home 

in the afternoon.  

  

The cost of the weekend will be £400 per person to include 2 nights Bed & Breakfast at the Met Hotel, 2 dinners on 

the Friday and Saturday night, pub lunch on the Saturday and hire of the minibus. Please note £250 balance must 

be paid by end of March.  

Payment Details Sort Code: 20-03-84 No: 83004392 Name : The Friends of Torres Vedras  

  

There are two optional items that are not included in the cost. For those arriving early on the Friday our Secretary 

Ian Brewer will be holding a mini tour of the historic pubs of Leeds and on Sunday a traditional Yorkshire Sunday 

Lunch will be held at Whitelocks reputedly the oldest pub in Leeds.  

  

If you wish to attend the weekend please confirm with Ian Brewer at I_J_Brewer@msn.com stating whether you 

would be interested in either or both of the optional items.   

   

   

Portugal 2026 (16th/21st October 2026)   

  

In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras, we have again planned two 

battlefield tours, this time to Badajoz and Albuera, based in Elvas, itself an interesting border fortification. We will 

then stay a further three nights in Carcavelos, near Lisbon, from where we will visit Forts 41 and 42 on the 2nd Line 

and the new interpretation centre at Vila Franca de Xira, as well as travel to Torres Vedras for the celebrations. We 

also hope to visit Forte São Julião on the 3rd Line and other sites depending on the popular vote.  
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The cost is £675 p.p. for the five nights, inclusive of two dinners. Insurance, flights and other dinners are the 

responsibility of individuals. The Itinerary is attached. Please note £150 deposit must be paid by 31st May, balance 

must be paid by 17th July.   

Payment Details Sort Code: 20-03-84  No: 83004392 Name : The Friends of Torres Vedras  

  

This trip is for Members only and all participants are required to book their incoming flights to Lisbon on Friday 16 

October, arriving in time for a 16.00 airport pick-up. Return flights should be booked on (or after) Wednesday 21 

October.  

   

  

Portuguese Information - Thank you to Rui Moura for the following information.  

 

Linhas de Torres 100 

On February 21st a 100km trail across the lines “Linhas de Torres 100” – organised by Rota Histórica das Linhas 

deTorres . For more information see - Linhas de Torres 100 https://share.google/cdoZMrY5OknZEE5Yr. 

 

A Hora do Telegrafo 

 

 On February 21st a presentation about the Lines of Torres Vedras Telegraph system was  

organised by Rota Histórica das Linhas deTorres . 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

News of the Historical Military Archive Project - PO Army British Officers 1809–1820 -Thank you to Rui Moura for 

the following information.  

Signing Ceremony of the Cooperation Agreement 

 

 

Monday 23rd March ceremony of the Army 

Historical and Cultural Department day, at the 

Army Museum, the formal Agreement between 

the Army and the four associations will be signed 

with the presence of Edward Godfrey (British 

Historical Society), Mark Crathorne (Friends of 

the Lines, Friends of the British Cemetery, British 

Historical Society) and myself (Friends of the 

Lines, Friends of the British Cemetery, British 

Historical Society). Ceremony will be presided by 

the Army second in Command with invitees from 

Universities, Libraries and Archives. 

https://share.google/cdoZMrY5OknZEE5Yr
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Please find a selection of photographs from the 

signing ceremony of the Cooperation Agreement 

between the Portuguese Army and the following 

associations: The Friends of the British Cemetery 

– Elvas, The British Historical Society of 

Portugal, The Waterloo Association, and The 

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras. 

The ceremony took place at the Military 

Museum in Lisbon on 23 March and was 

presided over by the Chief of Staff of the 

Portuguese Army, General Eduardo Ferrão. It was 

also attended by the Vice Chief of Staff of the 

Portuguese Army, a delegation from the Brazilian 

Army, and official civil and military 

representatives, including delegates from 

universities, national libraries and archives. 

 

The project commenced on 19 March at the 

Military Historical Archive, with a briefing session 

and a meeting between Rui Moura and the 

archival staff.  

If you want to join and participate in the project, 

please contact ruimoura.ri14@gmail.com.  

Personal files https://ahm-exercito.defesa.gov.pt/ 

Livros Mestres https://ahmgermil-

exercito.defesa.gov.pt/  

 

 

   

Waterloo Association Lecture   

Sue Law is giving a lecture at the Waterloo Association on May 16th in Winchester. The lecture is “The Light Division 

in the Peninsular – Wellington’s Advance Guard”. The lecture is in-person and Members are welcome to attend for 

£10. Details will be published in due course on Eventbrite and on the Waterloo Association website. Sue will also 

deliver this lecture to the FLTV in July. 

 

Article on the Military General Service Medal 

 

Why does the Military General Service Medal, issued for the battles in Portugal and Spain (and further afield) against 

Napoleon, carry the image of Queen Victoria and not King George? 

 

The only medals issued at the time of the wars were the Peninsula Gold Medals and Crosses to recognise 

distinguished conduct by officers; the Order of the Bath, which was reformed during the war, could also be awarded. 

There was nothing for the other ranks, apart from unofficial regimental awards. 
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After Waterloo, Parliament voted that a medal be struck for all those who participated in the Waterloo Campaign. 

The Duke of Wellington recommended that the same medal should be awarded irrespective of rank. 

 

However, officers and soldiers that were not at Waterloo lacked any 

acknowledgment for their service in the Peninsula. This controversy would 

continue for decades. A petition was presented in the House of Lords in 

1845 on behalf of veteran officers for a decoration for their war services. 

Strangely, the Duke of Wellington opposed this, having been awarded the 

Army Gold Medal and Crosses, it was unnecessary to recognize anyone else. 

In the end, it would be the Queen and her “expressed desire” that would 

overrule the War Office and the medal was finally issued in 1849 some 

thirty-five years after the final British Army victory, at Toulouse. This is the 

answer as to why the image on the medal is of Queen Victoria. 

 

By 1849, many of the Peninsula veterans had died. The medal was awarded 

only to those still alive. The medal had clasps (not bars!) representing each 

of the main battles and sieges, which had to be applied for with the medal.  

But no clasp was awarded for the Lines of Torres Vedras, as although this 

could be argued as being Wellington’s most significant victory, there was no 

butcher’s bill to speak of! Other events, like the combat on the Coa were 

also unrewarded.  

 

   

FLTV Website and Facebook  

Website:  Mark Thompson maintains the website and updates the Facebook pages regularly.  

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras.   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/         For more details, or to join, please contact 

us through our website or Facebook page, or email:     membershipfltv@gmail.com        

https://www.bing.com/search?q=friends+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&qs=SC&pq=frieds+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&sc=12-36&cvid=91BD2A88F4AB4BC9A61603496B5E60DD&FORM=QBRE&sp=1&ghc=1&lq=0
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