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The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras: 

To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining, enhancing and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines 

To encourage British interest in the Lines and awareness of the contemporary development 

To raise funds in support of these objectives 

To collaborate with Portuguese and British-based organisations ,civil and military ,in achieving these objectives 

 

Talks Programme   

Mark Thompson‘s programme for 2025/2026 has only two talks left. All the talks to date have been of a high 

standard, so please attend if you can.Please register your interest with i_brewer_@msn.com. 

 

Please note the next talk will be  on 26th May at 8pm by Bob Burnham on The Light Division and the siege of Ciudad 

Rodrigo. 

 

Please note there is a change to the programme. We are fortunate to have Sue Law talking on The Light Division: 

Wellington’s Advanced Guard in the Peninsula at 7pm on 21st July. 

  

In 1809 Wellington returned to the Peninsula, he was beset by difficulties and wished to avoid having to abandon 

the cause like Sir John Moore had, earlier in the year. Joined by Robert Craufurd and the Light Brigade after Talavera, 

who were then raised to the Light Division in 1810, who were a central part of his plan to remain in the Peninsula. 

In early 1810 Wellington could only run a defensive campaign, and the role of the Light Division enabled him, not 

only to remain in the Peninsula but to then mount an offensive campaign, that would eventually see the French 

being forced back into France. 

    

If you are willing and able or know someone who is able and prepared to provide us with a relevant talk for 

2026/2027, please contact Mark Thompson - mark.s.thompson@me.com   

 

 You may also find some other interesting material on our website  Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News   

2026 Event Programme   

   

The Friends’ Weekend in York and Leeds - 24th to 26th April 2026 - Andy Grainger 

Many Thanks to Andy Grainger for the following write-up. 

 

Ian Brewer had kindly offered to organise our Spring trip and it all passed off 

very well. One member even asked Ian if he had been a travel agent in another 

life! 

 

Friday 

A few of us checked in to the Leeds Metropole around midday on Friday. The 

Met, as it is known, is a very grand building (1899) in red Terracotta only a short 

distance from the station and it took a few moments to adjust to the high 

ceilings and recently refurbished décor. We had some difficulty locating the lift 

but once I had dropped my bag I used the Grand Staircase – it is not often that 

one is offered the opportunity at a Travelodge. Looking at the website for this 

article I was surprised to find that the Met is (still) independent 

https://www.leedsmet-hotel.com/our-story.  

https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://www.leedsmet-hotel.com/our-story
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Ian led Mary, Bob Page, Will Bennett and I on a short visit to the 

city centre where we took lunch at Whitelocke’s Est 1715 before 

returning to meet the others at the hotel before dinner. I cannot 

remember the detail, but the portions were appropriate to 

Yorkshire and the wines, from Portugal if memory serves, were 

very drinkable. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 

On Saturday I was up early, went down to breakfast feeling a bit ropey as was to be expected but then discovered 

that I could hardly speak. The NHS website revealed that it was probably laryngitis and that I should drink plenty of 

fluid, though I inferred not necessarily alcoholic. 

 

At any rate we boarded the minibus at 9.15 and headed for Halifax to visit the Museum of the Duke of Wellington's 

Regiment (the Dukes or the DWRs). The distance to Halifax is around thirty miles and I had not appreciated just how 

hilly the terrain is. Approaching Halifax the road appears to run along a razorback ridge, very steep drops on one or 

both sides. Really quite spectacular. Doubtless the steep hills were an invitation to instal water power and build 

Satanic Mills weaving worsted for cloth and carpets. At any rate, in 1858 Dickens noted “It is as horrible a place as I 

ever saw, I think". 

 

Saturday 

Museum of The Duke of Wellington’s Regt Halifax 

The DWR Museum is housed in the local Museum, Bankfield 

House, an Italianate style villa dating from the 1840’s. A rarity 

therefore being a Victorian house which is not gothic and 

gloomy. The interior of the house is a stormer and a lot of 

money has been spent on a seemingly recent conservation. All 

the ceilings are very high, and the walls painted a fresh blue or 

white with figures in costumes of a flowing romantic style. The 

entrance hall comprises a staircase of shallow steps (ideal for 

ladies in long dresses perhaps) and leads into a spectacular 

reception room with a painted.  

The Museum of the Duke of Wellington’s Regt is on the first 

floor. The displays were generally very good. Most cases 

highlight a jacket and headgear as a visual symbol of the soldier 

in front of a backdrop of images and other objects. The story 

runs from the raising of the 33rd in 1702 for the War of the 

Spanish Succession, the Cardwell Reforms of 1881 when the 

33rd and the 76th merged and then the current amalgamation 

with other Regiments into the Yorkshire Regt in 2006.  
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Bankfield House Reception (2022) https://museums.calderdale.gov.uk/visit/bankfield-museum  

 

Wellington, then Arthur Wesley purchased a lieutenant-colonelcy in the 33rd in 1795 when he was in his twenty’s and 

maintained a link with the Regiment throughout his life. In 1853, the year after his death Queen Victoria ordered that 

the Regiment’s title be changed to the 33rd (or The Duke of Wellington's) Regiment. 

 

The Regiment however had a distinguished history before Arthur Wesley joined it in 1793. A panel informed us that 

Charles Cornwallis was appointed Colonel in 1766 aged twenty-eight which he held until his death in India in 1805. 

“Under his command the 33rd was unquestionably the best trained Regiment in the British Army” during the last three 

decades of the 18th Century. It was known as The Pattern’ upon which other Regiments were to be modelled and for 

good reason as was reflected in Annual Inspection Reports. 

1772 ‘One of the finest Regiments in His Majesty’s Service’ 

1774 ‘ Far superior to any other Corps within my Observation’ 

1775 ‘In Perfect good Order’. 

Those interested in the Army and how Regiments were 

inspected and assessed during the era of the American War 

may be interested in A Very Fine Regiment by Paul Knight  

https://www.helion.co.uk/military-history-books/a-very-fine-

regiment-the-47th-foot-during-the-american-war-of-

independence-1773-1783.php  

 

The 33rd gained its first Battle Honour at Dettingen (1743) and 

saw extensive action in the Seven Years’ War and the American 

War until the Surrender at Yorktown in 1781. Wesley served in 

it throughout the Flanders campaign of 1793-95.   

 

The Regiment had the unusual distinction of carrying a stand of 

Honorary Colours presented to the 76th by the East India 

Company in around 1802. As these were not carried on 

campaign, they are in very good condition and are of full size 

for the Napoleonic era. 

https://museums.calderdale.gov.uk/visit/bankfield-museum
https://www.helion.co.uk/military-history-books/a-very-fine-regiment-the-47th-foot-during-the-american-war-of-independence-1773-1783.php
https://www.helion.co.uk/military-history-books/a-very-fine-regiment-the-47th-foot-during-the-american-war-of-independence-1773-1783.php
https://www.helion.co.uk/military-history-books/a-very-fine-regiment-the-47th-foot-during-the-american-war-of-independence-1773-1783.php
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Ian Brewer, Jane Orr, Michael Orr, Vince Law, Sue Law, El 

Presidente, Will Bennett and Mary Brewer standing in front of 

one of the Honorary Colours. Even at this early-stage Bob Page 

had gone AWOL. 

 

The 76th was raised by the East India Company in 1787 and saw 

extensive service in the sub-continent until it returned to 

England in 1806. It then served in two disasters, Corunna and 

Walcheren only returning to the Peninsula in 1813 where it 

gained the honours of Nivelle and Nive. It then embarked for 

North America for service in the War of 1812 and stayed there 

until 1827. 

 

 

The 33rd also served in India during the 1790’s including under Wellesley at Seringapatam and stayed there until 1812. 

When it returned to England it undertook a period of public duties at Windsor Castle before seeing service in the ill-

fated operations around Bergen-op-Zoom in the Spring of 1814. It participated in the Hundred Days and Waterloo in 

1815 where it suffered heavy losses.  

 

They have some interesting material from the 1st Duke of Wellington including a frock coat from the 1840's and his 

campaign gear from the 1815 campaign.  

 

Wellington’s Campaign bed from 1815 with his Wellington Boots and telescope. (photo taken in 2022). 

 

There are also cases featuring items worn or carried by Other Ranks, always much rarer than those carried by Officers.  

 

 

A Belgic shako and an undress cap from the 

Waterloo Campaign.  
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Then a non-regulation jacket from the Napoleonic 

era from the 76th. 

 

76th Regimental Jacket probably worn between 

1802 and 1816. It has the buttons of the 76th but 

does not conform to 1802 regulations. It has 

officer’s silver lace and is made from scarlet cloth 

rather than the duller “brick red” worn by other 

ranks but the epaulettes on the shoulder are not 

those of an officer. It may have been a non-

regulation item worn by a high-ranking NCO. 

 

Apart from the very well-presented displays on 

the DWR there was a small but equally well 

presented exhibition on the War in Burma where 

the 2nd Bn, part of 17th Indian Division had fought 

around Rangoon and then taken part in the long 

retreat to India whence it took part in the Chindit 

campaign of 1944. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the other floors are displays concerning local 

history and industry and a series of rooms 

displaying fashions. I do not know much about 

clothes, but the spaces and the displays are 

superb. These high rooms and the light are 

excellent and yet, since the venue is a house and 

not a vast institutional building it retains a 

domestic and intimate feel. 
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Last but very much not least on the Napoleonic era campaign trail was a 

well-known garment from a TV series. No, not Sharpe’s / Sean Bean’s 

underpants but…. 

Mr D’Arcy’s wet shirt from the 1995 BBC production of Pride & Prejudice 

purchased by the Museum in 2024. 

 

It is to be hoped that the ladies of the Friends did not draw attention to 

themselves by excessive drooling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellesley Barracks, the Former Depot of the Dukes 

Having, where necessary, adjusted composures we then drove to the former DWR depot which opened in 1877 as 

Wellesley Barracks and was in use until 1959. The Square and some of the buildings around it are virtually intact and 

it was taken over by Halifax Academy in 2005.  

 

It is still an impressive sight even though it is apparent that no use has been found for the Keep. This link offers details 

about the Barracks during its 80-year occupation from 1880 to 1960. 

 

https://www.dwr.org.uk/the_regiment/depot-drill-halls/  

 

https://www.dwr.org.uk/the_regiment/depot-drill-halls/
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At this point it might be worth noting that the former 

regimental colours of the 'Duke's' are laid up in Halifax 

Minster. These include the stand used by the 33rd 

between 1761 and 1771, which is one of the oldest in 

existence in England, plus those carried by the 

regiment during the Battle of Waterloo and the 

Crimea. I am sure that your local correspondents will 

visit Halifax Minster in the near future and update this 

Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towton 

As we headed for the Battlefield of Towton Ian noted the signs to nearby Shibden Hall which was the location for the 

Series Gentleman Jack and which attracts thousands of visitors annually.  

https://museums.calderdale.gov.uk/visit/shibden-hall  

https://www.elmetfarmhouse.co.uk/gentleman-jack/ . 

 

The route was slightly different to the road in, and we were reminded of the distinctive stone-built houses and the 

views. 

 

Lunch was taken at The Rockingham Arms in Towton. We had pre-ordered and I had long forgotten that I was due to 

receive a second Steak & Ale pie. It was even better than last night however and there were worse places to be than 

sinking a pint of Landlord in their sunny conservatory. The pub is very pleasant and a good starting point for walks 

over the Battlefield. After the excellent talk by Chris Berendt of the local Battlefield Society however, we wondered 

where these might now lead. 

 

Chris gave a necessarily short but very informative presentation about the research that had been conducted in the 

last two years. This has taken place via a) sources, particularly overseas in Flanders and b) archaeology which was 

mainly bones or fragments of and arrowheads. This recent research has finally dismissed the idea of the vast armies 

at Towton. In particular Graham Evans, a wargaming acquaintance of mine from another life has suggested that the 

numbers in the chronicles are based on extracts from the Bible. Although this research has largely dismantled the 

old story i.e. England’s Bloodiest Day it has not replaced it with anything conclusive. The arrowheads indicate that 

there was clearly a battle, but it probably took place in a slightly different location from where the information boards 

now stand. Also, it was not thought to have been snowing. 

  

https://museums.calderdale.gov.uk/visit/shibden-hall
https://www.elmetfarmhouse.co.uk/gentleman-jack/
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A late C15 illustration of the Battle of 

Crécy. 

I noted that Chris came down firmly 

on the side of archers shooting flat as 

per the illustrations in the 

Manuscripts rather than the arrow 

showers beloved of filmmakers 

which are spectacular to look at and 

much less dangerous to the extras. 

But to shoot through plate armour 

with a limited ammunition supply – 

you could shoot twenty-four arrows 

in a few minutes – means you will 

want to make every shot count 

probably at 100 yards closing. They 

might have done arrow showers to 

annoy / bait the un- or lightly 

armoured men, but you would want 

to keep plenty of arrows in hand for 

the main attack. 

 

 

York Army Museum  

 

The York Army Museum is in the centre of York, next to Clifford’s Tower https://yorkarmymuseum.co.uk/ .  

 

It houses the Collections of the 14th and 15th Foot, later the West 

Yorkshires and East Yorkshires respectively. 

It also houses the Collections of the 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards 

and the 7th (The Princess Royal’s) Dragoon Guards. So far as I can see 

from Wiki, the Collections of the 5th (Princess Charlotte of Wales’s) 

Dragoon Guards and the 6th (Inniskilling) Dragoons are held at 

Chester.  

With such a large number of Regiments being commemorated I felt 

that the York Army Museum lacks the focus of the Dukes’ Museum in 

Halifax. Nevertheless, there are some good exhibits. A battalion of the 

14th Foot served at Waterloo and the uniform display was juxtaposed 

with a video of modern recruits being drilled on the square. 

 

 

1815 Uniform of the 3/14th at Waterloo 

 

https://yorkarmymuseum.co.uk/
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A portrait of the CO, Col Francis Skelly Tidy and a caption brought some personality to the unit: 

 

 
Col Francis Skelly Tidy CB  

 

In fact his Wiki entry reveals a lot more about this officer’s remarkable career. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Skelly_Tidy . He served extensively in the West Indies, surviving not only all 

the various diseases but also fifteen months in a French prison hulk. He commanded black soldiers in two battalions 

of the West India Regt and became a lightly disguised fictional author, Col Fred Franklin in the story of his life but 

actually written by his daughter, Harriet Ward as Recollections of an Old Soldier: A Biographical Sketch of the Late 

Colonel Tidy, C.B., 24th Regt. With Anecdotes of His Contemporaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Skelly_Tidy
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One of the more dramatic exhibits among the Cavalry 

collection is the helmet of General James Scarlett, 5th 

Dragoon Guards 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Yorke_Scarlett . 

Having joined the Army in 1818 he had seen no active 

service at all when he was appointed commander of the 

Heavy Brigade in the Crimea. Unlike that of his 

companion Brigade the Charge of the Heavies was 

perfectly organised and placed and was completely 

successful. The helmet bears dents and scratches from 

Russian sword blows received during the Charge. One or 

two members of our group made scurrilous remarks to 

the effect that Scarlett was so dim that he probably didn’t 

feel them. Whilst his career was otherwise 

undistinguished there appears to be no evidence that he 

was intellectually challenged more than any other 

commander and his conduct suggests that not all officers 

in the Crimea were completely useless. 

 

Neither the 14th nor the 15th Foot were engaged in the 

Peninsula except Corunna. The 4th DG served briefly in the 

Peninsular in 1811 / 12 but without seeing serious action. 

 

 

 

 

The minibus collected us all at 5pm and took a slightly weary band back to The Met. It is worth saying that the weather 

had been sunny throughout and latterly quite warm. As dinner was not until 8.30, I was able to relax and watch a 

couple of YouTubes with Nick Lipscombe and Marcus Beresford on the Siege of San Sebastian and the Invasion of 

France up to Toulouse. 

 

The organisers had booked Ambiente Tapas for 8.30. The Duke would have been impressed by their meticulous 

preparation in the form of pre-purchased Black Friday vouchers at a discount to keep costs down. Excellent paellas 

and tapas. I recall a very good if unpronounceable white wine from the Basque country which cut through all the 

spice and acidity of the dishes. Other wines consumed included several types of sherry and a Rioja.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Yorke_Scarlett
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Sunday 

If there had been a formal brochure for the tour this day would have been described as At Leisure. For those that 

wished and / or were up to it however Ian had organised a morning at the Royal Armouries followed by lunch at 

Whitelocke’s. I was not one of these people however, having reported sick in the form of getting an early train home 

due to the Laryngitis / Cold thing. Others will therefore have to write the conclusion to this very enjoyable and highly 

organised weekend. 

 

There were many expressions of thanks to the organisers over the e-mail the following day even though Ian had 

announced a £26 surcharge to cover overbudget drinking. This seemed appropriate. The night before I had read that 

Sjt Fairfoot of the 95th , having been made pay serjeant to his company had got drunk and on recovering found that 

the £31 pay had been stolen from him. Fortunately, his comrade Ned Costello, lottery winner from the loot taken at 

Vitoria was able to bail him out. In the circumstances, £26 in 2026 terms did not seem too onerous. So, like those we 

had studied during the weekend one might infer that the Friends have largely enlisted for drink. I thank them for 

their company and look forward to seeing them in Portugal in October. It really is wonderful that they have become 

the fine people that they are... 
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Many Thanks to Andrew Dismore’s for the following Addendum 

Sunday morning was taken 
up by our visit to the Royal 
Armouries. This is a huge 
museum needing more than 
one half day visit. We all 
went our separate ways 
there. There is a reasonable 
display about Waterloo, 
which now includes 
Sibourne’s diorama of the 
battle, which used to be at 
the NAM in London. No 
doubt inspired by this, there 
is also a large diorama of the 
Battle of Agincourt 400 
years before. Also not with a 
Napoleonic bent, there is 
the only known set of 
elephant armour, displayed 
on a giant fake elephant- no 
animals were harmed in this 
exhibit. 
 

Throughout the day there were activities- including a talk on the firearms of how the US Wild West was won. There 

was also an opportunity (at exorbitant cost) to try your hand at firing a crossbow. Vince took on the challenge and 

displayed his perforated target afterwards. 

 

The weekend finished with Sunday lunch at Whitelock’s Ale House – one of our southern based number grudgingly 

accepting the quality of Yorkshire beer. 

 

Portugal Trip 2026 (16th/21st October 2026)   

  

In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras, we have again planned two 

battlefield tours, this time to Badajoz and Albuera, based in Elvas, itself an interesting border fortification. We will 

then stay a further three nights in Carcavelos, near Lisbon, from where we will visit Forts 41 and 42 on the 2nd Line 

and the new interpretation centre at Vila Franca de Xira, as well as travel to Torres Vedras for the celebrations. We 

also hope to visit Forte São Julião on the 3rd Line and other sites depending on the popular vote.  

   

The cost is £675 p.p. for the five nights, inclusive of two dinners. Insurance, flights and other dinners are the 

responsibility of individuals. The Itinerary is attached. Please note £150 deposit must be paid by 31st May, balance 

must be paid by 17th July.   

Payment Details Sort Code: 20-03-84  No: 83004392 Name : The Friends of Torres Vedras  
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This trip is for Members only and all participants are required to book their incoming flights to Lisbon on Friday 16 

October, arriving in time for a 16.00 airport pick-up. Return flights should be booked on (or after) Wednesday 21 

October.  

   

  

Portuguese Information - Thank you to Rui Moura for the following information.  

 

Rota Histórica das Linhas de Torres (RHLT) 

In April 2026, the Rota Histórica das Linhas de Torres (RHLT) continued its programme of cultural dissemination and 

public engagement, notably through the session of the “Conversas (Des)Alinhadas” cycle held on 18 April 2026 at 

the Centro de Interpretação de Bucelas. This initiative brought together specialists and the wider public for informed 

discussion on the historical and strategic significance of the Lines of Torres Vedras. Throughout the month, the RHLT 

also maintained its regular schedule of educational workshops, guided visits, and professional training activities 

across its network of municipalities, reinforcing both heritage interpretation and tourism qualification. 

 

Looking ahead to May 2026, the RHLT is expected to mark the International Museum Day on 18 May 2026 with 

activities hosted across several interpretation centres, including those in Loures and Torres Vedras, promoting public 

access to the military heritage of the Napoleonic period. In addition, further sessions of the “Conversas 

(Des)Alinhadas” cycle are anticipated during the month, likely taking place again in Bucelas and other key sites along 

the route, alongside seasonal guided walks on the defensive lines and fortified positions. These initiatives reflect a 

continued strategic emphasis on cultural mediation, territorial valorisation, and experiential tourism during the 

spring period. 

 

News of the Historical Military Archive Project - PO Army British Officers 1809–1820 

A parallel initiative at the Arquivo Histórico Militar, supported by the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras, the Friends 

of the British Cemetery Elvas, the British Historical Society, and the Waterloo Association, has significantly advanced 

research into British officers who served in the Portuguese Army during the Peninsular War. Originally expected to 

cover around 180 individual case files, the project has instead identified and digitised records for 320 officers, 

comprising 733 folders and a total of 10,694 handwritten pages, all now fully digitised. These documents are 

scheduled to be made available online to researchers in May 2026, substantially enhancing access to primary 

sources in this field. 

In coordination with the Exército Português and the company Rastergen, the project will continue after the summer, 

focusing on the correction of residual errors and the expansion of biographical data through systematic analysis of 

more than 6,000 master registers. To support this next phase, the Portuguese Army has allocated a dedicated 

budget of €10,000, ensuring the project’s continuity and further consolidation as a key scholarly resource on Anglo-

Portuguese military history. 

 

Book Information 

Susan Law and Stephen Summerfield have finished their new publication. After a conversation with the authors and 

the publisher, the title of the book has changed slightly, but the contents remain the same, after it was realised how 

integral to Wellingtons campaign the Light Division was, in 1809 and 1810. 
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Wellington’s Defence of Portugal and the role of Robert Craufurd’s Light Division, 1809-1812 

AUTHORS: Susan Law and Dr Stephen Summerfield 

PUBLISHER: Ken Trotman Publishing in association with the Shorncliffe Trust. 

PAGES 324 pages. 

LAUNCH DATE: 16 May 2026. at the Waterloo Association event at the Rifleman Museum, Winchester. Put the date 

in your diary. 

PRICE: £26.50. It will be available from the Shorncliffe Trust, Ken Trotman Books and other specialist military history 

booksellers from 16 May 2026. 

  

 

FLTV Website and Facebook  

Website:  Mark Thompson maintains the website and updates the Facebook pages regularly.  

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras.   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/         For more details, or to join, please contact 

us through our website or Facebook page, or email:     membershipfltv@gmail.com        

https://www.bing.com/search?q=friends+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&qs=SC&pq=frieds+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&sc=12-36&cvid=91BD2A88F4AB4BC9A61603496B5E60DD&FORM=QBRE&sp=1&ghc=1&lq=0
https://www.bing.com/search?q=friends+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&qs=SC&pq=frieds+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&sc=12-36&cvid=91BD2A88F4AB4BC9A61603496B5E60DD&FORM=QBRE&sp=1&ghc=1&lq=0

