The Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras
September 2026 Newsletter

The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras:

To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining, enhancing and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines
To encourage British interest in the Lines and awareness of the contemporary development

To raise funds in support of these objectives

To collaborate with Portuguese and British-based organisations ,civil and military ,in achieving these objectives

The FLTV AGM

The FLTV AGM will be held on Zoom at 6pm on Thursday 19'" November. Please register your interest in attending
with i_brewer @msn.com. lan will circulate the appropriate documents prior to the meeting. Any members who
wish to join the committee or raise any items should contact lan before the meeting. The AGM will be brief and
followed by a talk given by Maj General Rui Moura on the archival work currently being undertaken on British
Officers in the Portuguese Service which has been part funded by a grant from the Friends.

Talks Programme
The FLTV programme for 2026/2027 has been worked on by Mark S Thompson and Susan Law. All the talks to date
have been of a high standard, so please attend if you can. Please register your interest with i brewer @msn.com.

November 19*" Rui Moura Project Update “British Officers in the Portuguese Service, 1809-
1814 “ following the AGM.

The following talks will be on a Tuesdays at 7.00 PM, please save the dates in your diary. In some cases a specific
topic has yet to be defined by the presenter

January 19"  Anthony Grey TBC

March 16"  Paul Thompson General Leith

May 11* Paul Brunyee Letters from the Peninsula 1808 — 1812, the letters of Sir William
Warre

July 27t Dr Stephen Summerfield TBC

September TBC

November 2" Steve McCarthy The Astonishing Infantryman — Jack Hill

You may also find some other interesting material on our website Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News

Portugal Trip 2026 (16'"/21° October 2026)

A few spaces are still available for any Members who wishes to join us. Those living in Portugal are welcome to
participate in any part of the programme. Those interested should contact mcrathorne@gmail.com for a quote.

In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras again this year, we have
planned two battlefield tours, this time to Badajoz and Albuera. We will be based initially in Elvas, itself an interesting
border fortification. We will also be visiting the “British Cemetery” It holds only five known graves but two of these
are the only marked graves of the thousands of British soldiers who fell at the Battle of Albuera and another is the
sole marked grave of the thousands who fell in the three sieges of Badajoz.

We will then stay a further three nights in Carcavelos, near Lisbon, from where we will visit Forts 41 and 42 on the
2" Line and visit the new interpretation centre at Vila Franca de Xira. We will travel from there to Torres Vedras for
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the celebrations. We also going to visit Forte Sdo Julido on the 3rd Line and other sites depending on the popular
vote.

Here is the planned programme provided by Mark Crathorne.

Friday, 16 October

16.00: airport transfer to Elvas. Check in for two nights at the Hotel Dom Luis.

Saturday, 17 October

09.00: depart hotel for a battlefield tour of Albuera in Spain.

15.00: guided visit to the three sieges of Badajoz.

Sunday, 18 October

09.30: walk to the Military Museum of Elvas and the British Cemetery. Lunch at the Tif Taf restaurant in Elvas.

15.00: visit Forte Santa Luzia and Forte de Graga. Drive to Lisbon to stay 3 nights at the Hotel Riviera, Carcavelos.
Monday, 19 October

10.00: guided visit to Forte Sao Julido on the 3rd Line of Torres Vedras, on the coast near Oeiras.

12.00: walk around the town of Cascais or to Lisbon via Belém, with the option of free time in the city, or a guided
walk of the historic downtown, including Peninsular War sites.

Tuesday, 20 October (Lines of Torres Vedras Day)

09.30: boat tour on the Tagus on a ‘varino’ boat to see the Lines from the river, starting from Vila Franca de Xira.
12.00: estate visit, wine tasting and lunch at the Quinta de S3o Sebastido, near Arruda dos Vinhos.
15.15: drive below Fort 120 (1st Line) at Cotovios, where the warning shot was fired at Masséna.

15.30: visit Col. Fletcher’s monument and Fort 114 at Alhandra.

17.00: attend the LTV Day ROTA celebrations in Torres Vedras.

20.00: final dinner at the Hotel Riviera, Carcavelos.

A full detailed programme will shortly be issued to attendees.

British Officers in the Portuguese Service, 1809-1814 - Thank you to Rui Moura for the update.

The Arquivo Histdrico Militar project on "British Officers in the Portuguese Service, 1809-1814", supported by the
Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras, the Friends of the British Cemetery Elvas, the British Historical Society, and the
Waterloo Association, has significantly advanced research into British officers who served in the Portuguese Army
during the Peninsular War and after until 1820.

The project identified and digitised records for 320 officers, comprising 733 folders and a total of 10,694 handwritten
pages, all now fully digitised. These documents are now available online to researchers, substantially enhancing
access to primary sources in this field. The search can be made at the link htips://ahm-
exercito.defesa.qgov.pt/search, both with the English and Portuguese name spellings (e.g. Jodo Buchan or John
Buchan).

The project will restart in October, focusing on correcting residual errors and expanding biographical data through
systematic analysis of more than 6,000 master registers (Livros-Metre). To support this next phase, the Portuguese
Army has allocated a dedicated budget of €10,000, ensuring the project’s continuity and further consolidation as a
key scholarly resource on Anglo-Portuguese military history.
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The Battle of Arapiles — a bit of a follow up
Following a visit to the Arapiles battlefield earlier in the year | thought that a bit off additional information,
although not directly linked to the Lines might be of interest.

Marmont - The marshal whose title became a word for betrayal

Auguste de Marmont was born in 1774. He would accompany Napoleon from the early Italian campaigns and Egypt
to Ulm, Dalmatia, Spain and the final defence of France. In 1809, he received the marshal’s baton. Marmont was not
one of Napoleon’s greatest battlefield commanders, but neither was he the incompetent figure later legend created. He
was a skilled artillery officer, a capable administrator and an experienced corps commander. His years governing
Dalmatia demonstrated abilities extending well beyond the battlefield. His reputation began to collapse at Salamanca
in 1812. Believing that Wellington was retreating, Marmont extended his army in an attempt to turn the Allied flank.
Wellington recognised the opening and attacked the separated French divisions. Marmont was badly wounded early
in the battle, followed shortly afterwards by his deputy. He therefore did not personally command the ensuing collapse,
but the dangerous deployment that created the opportunity had been his. Even Salamanca, however, did not determine
how history would remember him. That happened in 1814. After fighting hard during the campaign in France and
helping defend Paris, Marmont secretly negotiated an agreement that would remove his VI Corps from Napoleon’s
control and place it behind Allied lines. Marmont may have believed the military situation was hopeless and that
further resistance would only sacrifice French lives. Other marshals were also pressing Napoleon to abdicate.

The decisive difference was that Marmont acted alone while negotiations for a conditional abdication were still under
way. By moving his corps, he weakened Napoleon’s remaining leverage and helped turn a conditional abdication into
an unconditional surrender.

For many Frenchmen, the verdict was immediate. Marmont was Duke of
Ragusa. From his title emerged the French verb “raguser”: to betray. An entire
career of service, administration and combat was compressed into a single
political act. That is what makes Marmont more interesting than the simple label
of traitor suggests. For #Militaryleadership, trust possesses a brutal asymmetry.
Professional credibility may take decades to accumulate, but a commander who
acts outside the recognised chain of authority can lose it in one decision, even
when he believes that decision is necessary. Marmont thought he was
responding rationally to a lost war. His soldiers, emperor and much of France
saw something else: a commander deciding for everyone when their loyalty
should end.

A commander may survive a defeat; he rarely survives the belief that he
chose when everyone else’s oath would end.
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News from the Lines

CIBV - Centro de Interpretacdo da Batalha do Vimeiro on the 16,17,18 July were celebrating the Battle of Vimeiro.
#Modelstep were involved in the celebrations
producing dioramas to illustrate the battlefields.
The diorama of the #BatalhaDoVimeiro was
inaugurated at the Vimeiro Battle Interpretation
Center (CIBV) — a moment of immense significance
and, above all, an important recognition of the work

that has been developed for the promotion and
dissemination of history through museum
modelling.

It took about 1 year of work, more than 300 figures
and 540 hours of dedication, to bring to life a
recreation measuring 2.00 x 2.50 meters, built
down to the smallest detail.

Each figure, each setting, each position and each element were thought out to transport the visitor to that August
21, 1808, when Vimeiro became the stage for one of the decisive battles of the First French Invasion.

Today, this work becomes part of a space dedicated to the memory of that event. And for us, this is worth more than
any number. A year of work. 300+ figures. 540+ hours. 5 m2 of History.

Modelstep — has also created and presented another diorama to the CILT in Bucelas. FLTV “Portugal 2022 tourists”
will remember the Bucelas visitor centre which also promotes the local wine, reportedly a favourite of the Duke of
Wellington probably more for the wine than the military exhibits.

The 2022 trip also took us to the coast where we saw where Wellesley began landing his army in Portugal.

On 1 August 1808, Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley began disembarking his expeditionary force at Praia de
Lavos in Mondego Bay, near Figueira da Foz and approximately 160 kilometres north of Lisbon. His original expedition
numbered roughly 9,000 men, although the arrival of Major-General Brent Spencer’s troops and several days of
unloading increased the British force ashore to approximately 13,000-14,000. The operation was supported by the

Royal Navy, with the landing coordinated alongside Admiral Sir
Charles Cotton, but the exposed Atlantic coast and heavy surf made
unloading horses, artillery and supplies particularly dangerous.
Wellesley then advanced south along the coast, deliberately
il remaining close to the fleet because Portugal could provide meat
and wine more readily than the flour his army required, while
additional British reinforcements were still approaching by sea.

On 17 August, he defeated a smaller French force under General
Henri Delaborde at Roliga, the first British battle of the Peninsular
War, before defeating Junot’s main army at Vimeiro four days later.

The campaign that made Wellington’s reputation began not with a battle, but with a landing site chosen to
keep his army connected to the sea.
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Battle of Vimeiro
The Battle of Vimeiro was fought on August 21, 1808, as part of the First French Invasion of Portugal. On one side
was the Napoleonic French army commanded by Jean Andoche Junot consisting of about 13000 men and, on the
: other side, the Anglo-Portuguese army
consisting of approximately 19000 men,
commanded by Sir Arthur Wellesley, the
future Duke of Wellington. After the Battle
- of Roliga, which took place on 17 August, Sir
| Arthur Wellesley brought his troops to
Vimeiro to cover the landing of

reinforcements on Porto Novo Beach. In
order to protect this operation, he created
a defensive line in the Vimeiro area,
: stationing troops on the ground elevations.
Royal Artillery on the move: Battle of Vimeiro on 21st August 1808 in the Peninsular War: picture by JJ Atkinson
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On August 20, Junot, who was in Torres Vedras, marched his divisions
into battle. On the morning of August 21, Junot ordered a direct attack
on the Vimeiro hill (where today is the Commemorative Monument of
the First Centenary of the Battle and the Interpretation Center of the
Battle of Vimeiro) and also sent troops from the north, in order to make
an envelopment manoeuvre. The most important and decisive clashes
took place on the hill. After two failed attacks and realizing the
impossibility of fixing the enemy on the hill, Junot sent troops to take
the locality. In the Church area, a bloody battle was fought that ended
. with the retreat of the French, pursued by the Anglo-Portuguese
s cavalry.
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_ Unaware of the situation on the left flank, two French brigades
g " confronted the British on the heights of Ventosa and Fonte Lima. Once
e W N s f-‘ again, the French were forced to retreat. The Battle of Vimeiro was an
undeniable victory of the Anglo-Portuguese army over the forces of
Imperial France, putting an end to the First French Invasion.

Map of the Battle of Vimeiro on 21st August 1808 in the Peninsular War: battle map by John Fawkes

The Modelstep diorama will certainly help visitors to understand the battle, the 2022 FLTV visitors were hampered
by rain on the coach windows when last we visited the battlefield.
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Article of Interest from Sue Law - Printed in The Taunton Courier 20 September 1810
It is an interesting period after the investment of Almeida to its fall August 1810.

Dispatches from Lord Wellington — Surrender of Almeida

“Dispatches were received Monday from Wellington, which appeared that the enemy opened his fire upon Almeida
on the night the 25th Ult, and obtained possession of the place on the night of the 27th. Some prisoners taken on
the 29th report, that the magazines of the Fort blew on the night of the 25th; that on the 27th the Governor proposed
to surrender the place on condition that the garrison and inhabitants might join Lord Wellington’s army, but this was
refused, and the fire was renewed. The Governor held out while his ammunition lasted and surrendered at two A.M.
on the 28th. Offers had been made to the garrison to take them into the French service, but they all rejected the
offer with indignation, and preferred being sent prisoners to France. The weather had interrupted Lord Wellington’s
telegraphic communication with Almeida on the 26th and great part of the 27th, so that had no opportunity of
knowing its situation after the explosion of the magazine.

Lord Wellington has again moved his infantry to the Valley of Mondego, keeping a division on Guarda. His cavalry out-
post at Alverca, Headquarters at Celorico. On the 28th some skirmishes took place between the piquet’s Captain
Lygon of the 16" was wounded. A piquet of the Royal Dragoons made a gallant and successful charge upon the body
of the enemy and made some prisoners. Regnier has made no material movement. Sixty of his cavalry had been cut
off by corps of the Light Dragoons and a troop of the Portuguese Dragons under Captain White, and the whole were
made prisoners, except the Commanding Officer and one man who were killed. This has been very creditable affair
to the allied cavalry. In the North, a French corps advanced the 20th to Alcanezas, but on the approach of General
Silveira, from Braganza, they immediately retreated. Lord, Wellington’s dispatch is dated Celorico, the 29th ult. We
lament to add, that 100 men were blown up when the magazine of AlImeida exploded. The Governor, Cox, is among
the wounded.”

Physical Article of Interest owned by David Markham
Thank you to J David Markham for this sharing Item on the FLTV Facebook Page

One of the images supplied by David to the FLTV Facebook page

telling the story of his box which a unique historical souvenir, it
| is made from the wood of the Waterloo EIm (commonly referred
to as the "Wellington Tree"), which stood on the battlefield of
Waterloo. The Waterloo ElIm was located southwest of the
intersection of the sunken lane and the Genappe—Brussels main
road and was the Duke of Wellington's command post for much
of the Battle of Waterloo.

The inscription on the brass plaque identifies it as a gift from John George Children
(1777-1852), to an individual with the initials W.1.B., whose identity is unknown.

John Children was a prominent British chemist, mineralogist and zoologist and librarian
at the British Museum. In 1815 he visited the Waterloo battlefield. As he toured, he
noticed that the Waterloo EIm was largely stripped by souvenir hunters.

His daughter, Anna, drew a picture of the tree and he proceeded to purchase the tree.
He had it made into several pieces of furniture, including at least three chairs by Thomas
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Chippendale (one of which went to the Duke’s private library at Apsley House, used for loose mail ). The other two
are in the Royal Collection and Rutland. From smaller pieces of wood, he made items such as the snuffbox.
Click the link above for all the images.

Invade Magazine

Here is the link to edition fourteen of Invade produced by the Rota Historica das Linhas de Torres,

INVADE PDF 14.pdf. Itis in English as well as Portuguese and contains a wealth of infrmation. All other editions are
available on-line 01-13 (change the number in the link to obtain all versions).

National Army Museum acquires remarkable new soldier accounts from the Napoleonic Wars | National Army
Museum

The National Army Museum has acquired three significant archival collections containing important first-hand
accounts of the Napoleonic Wars, including the Battle of Waterloo: one of the most momentous engagements in
European history. Together, they bring hundreds of pages of first-hand testimony into public care, preserving these
remarkable accounts for future generations while supporting new research into one of the defining conflicts of the
19th century. See more.

FLTV Website and Facebook

Website: Mark Thompson maintains the website and updates the Facebook pages regularly.

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/ For more details, or to join, please contact
us through our website or Facebook page, or email: membershipfltv@gmail.com
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