The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras are:

1. To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining,
enhancing and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines.

2. To encourage British interest in the Lines of Torres Vedras and awareness
of the contemporary developments.

3. To raise Resources in support of these objectives.

4. To collaborate with Portuguese and British based organisations, civil
and military, in achieving these objectives.

August Newsletter 2025
The Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

New Event Programme

Mark Thompson is currently working on the new programme for 2026. If you are willing and able or know
someone who is to provide us with a talk, please contact Mark Thompson ( mark.s.thompson@me.com).

Podcast, Conferences & Events 2025-26 -Things are quiet through the summer period. Wait for more information.

You may find some interesting material on our website Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News

Mark is also investigating with Rui Ribolmos the possibility of a lecture on the Archaeology of the Lines.

Book info

The edited book on sieges by Zack White, A Necessary evil, has just been published by Helion. There is a chapter
by Mark Thompson on the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. Another book on fortifications should be published next year
by Helion which will contain a chapter by Mark Thompson on the third siege of Badajoz.

Any other good reads on our subject please let us know.

AGM 2025

The AGM will be held in the Cavalry and Guards Club, Thursday 30 October 2025 at 18.30. We will host our AGM,
Talk, and Dinner in the Chetwode Room, with a drink’s reception in the Small Drawing Room. Please put the date
in your diary. The AGM will be followed by a talk by renowned Peninsular War expert Will Fletcher. Attendance at
the AGM & talk is free of charge to members, £20 for non-members.

A 3-course dinner to follow the AGM will be available including wine at £95 pp. Places are limited so please let lan
Brewer (I_J Brewer@msn.com) know asap if you wish to attend the AGM or the dinner or both. Our treasurer
would appreciate payment in full before the end of the 1%t week of October!

If anyone is interested in joining the FLTV committee, please let lan Brewer know before the end of the 1% week of
October.

If any members have items that they wish to raise at the AGM, please advise lan Brewer by the same date.

lan Brewer will send out papers relating to the AGM nearer the time.
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Spring 2026 event (25%/26th April 2026)

We thank lan Brewer who has been working on the provisional plan to visit the new Yorkshire Regiments
Museum in York on the Saturday and the Royal Armouries in Leeds on the Sunday. The practicality of visiting the
Duke of Wellington’s Regimental Museum in Halifax is being assessed. Group accommodation will be booked in

Leeds. Further details to follow.

Portugal 2026 (16'"/21% October 2026)

In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras we are also planning
Battlefield visits. We will be based in Elvas, itself an interesting border fortification and from there visit Badajoz
and Albuera. Mark Thompson’s book “The Fatal Hill” is a recommended read. For the visit to Torres Vedras we
plan to travel from a hotel in Lisbon. Numbers will be limited by the size of the bus. Costings and a detailed
schedule to follow. Many thanks to Mark Crathorne for his efforts so far.

Final arrangements depend upon the scheduling of the celebrations by the local authority.

Invade Publication

Please look at the Invade Magazine, produced by the Portuguese Rota Histdrica das Linhas de Torres in English.

Contacts
Website: Mark Thompson maintains the website and Facebook pages regularly, or search for us:

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/
For more details, or to join, please contact us through our website or Facebook page, or email:
membershipfltv@gmail.com -
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