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Events  
 
FLTV Spring 2025 visit to Napoleonic Kent - Friday 25th and Saturday 26th April 
 
Your commi)ee are planning another visit to Kent a5er our successful 2023 visit to Chatham.  Having canvassed 
opinion our plan will centre on Dover and “The Invasion Coast”.  The weekend iEnerary will give us a good idea of 
how “home defence” to meet the Napoleonic threat was envisaged.  We will have private tours of the most 
significant sites.  The cost includes allowances for 2 nights bed and breakfast, 2 dinners, admissions to all sites and 
the hire of an “execuEve minibus” on the Saturday. 
 
If you are interested in joining this trip, we would like to receive expressions of interest by 5th March 2025 with 
a deposit of £150pp by 14th March 2025.  
 
Those who wish to join us should make their own way to Dover on Friday 25th.  The hotel on the seafront is 0.8 
miles from the Dover Priory staEon (16 minutes on foot).  We have negoEated a favourable rate for dinner in the 
hotel restaurant.  Time yet to be confirmed.  (noEonally 19:30 TBC). 
 
We have reserved a mix of single, twin and double rooms at the centrally located Best Western Premier Dover 
Marina and Spa for the nights of Friday 25th and Saturday 26th April.   
 
On Saturday we will be picked up from the Hotel at 09:30.  Our programme for the day will include 

• A guided visit to Walmer Castle where the Duke of Wellington died.  This should take approximately 2 hrs 
and include the history of the Castle and its re-purposing as a defence work during the Napoleonic wars. 

• Walmer Castle have offered to provide a talk on Wellington which we will now include in the iEnerary. 
• We will then take our coach to the west of Dover for lunch before travelling on the Royal Military Canal.  

En route we will take in The Drop and the Western Heights Redoubts in Dover,  Sir John Moore’s 
memorial at Sandgate .  The Chairman of the Shorncliffe Trust will introduce us to the site of the 
Shorncliffe camp, arguably the birthplace of modern infantry tacEcs.  We will be shown  The Royal 
Military canal which runs for 28 miles from Seabrook nr Hythe through Romney Marsh to Cliff End nr 
HasEngs in East Sussex.  A5er Hadrian's Wall and Offa's Dyke, it is the third-longest defensive structure in 
the UK.   
In 2007 “The Time Team” visited Shorncliffe and we hope to have a private viewing of an extended 
version of that episode during our visit. 

1. To support Portuguese ins1tu1ons and local authori1es in maintaining, 
enhancing and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines.   
2. To encourage Bri1sh interest in the Lines of Torres Vedras and awareness 
of the contemporary developments.   

3. To raise Resources in support of these objec1ves.   

4. To collaborate with Portuguese and Bri1sh based   organisa1ons, civil 
and military, in achieving these objec1ves.   

   

              

https://www.gpsmycity.com/attractions/drop-redoubt-43760.html
https://www.visitacity.com/en/dover/attractions/dover-western-heights
http://www.sandgate-kent.org.uk/remembering-a-hero/
http://www.sandgate-kent.org.uk/remembering-a-hero/
https://shorncliffe-trust.org.uk/shorncliffe-camp-2/
https://romneymarshhistory.co.uk/royal-military-canal
https://romneymarshhistory.co.uk/royal-military-canal


• We will then visit Martello Tower #24 at Dymchurch for a private guided tour at 4pm. Our guide will be a 
volunteer from the “Friends of the Martello Tower”.  The tower contains almost all the features of the 
original design including brickwork, front and parapet doors, window openings, fireplaces, venElaEon 
sha5s, the original 24 pounder muzzle-loading cannon on the gun plaiorm, parapet shot lockers, hauling 
rings, replica gunpowder barrels, and replica 'Brown Bess' muskets. 

• We will then be returned to our hotel in central Dover.  There will be a group dinner in the evening at a 
restaurant close to the hotel. 

On Sunday we will make our own way to Dover Castle a5er breakfast and checking out of our rooms.   The hotel 
will accommodate le5 luggage for the day should that be required. Your commi)ee is working with English Heritage 
to organise a private tour of Dover Castle for our group.  
We also hope to visit the Western Heights Redoubt for a private tour – Details TBC 
These visits in Dover will be the last elements of the FLTV tour. 
 
The Cost - £450 per person to include accommodaEon, 2 dinners (excl drinks), minibus hire on Saturday and all site 
admissions and guided tours on both Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Please send your “expressions of interest” to Ian Brewer – Secretary FLTV before the end of February  
( i_j_brewer@msn.com). 
 
£150pp deposit to Chris Roberts by 14 March 2025.   
 
BACS transfers to “The Friends of Torres Vedras, Sort Code 20-03-84, Account # 83004392 preferred with a 
confirming email to (roberts.olney@hotmail.co.uk)  cc Ian Brewer. 
 
SWIFTBIC  BUKBGB22   
IBAN  GB56 BUKB 2003 8483 004392  
Balance (£300pp) to be paid by 11 April 2025. 
 
We do hope that you are able to join us! 
 
Talks 
    
A new dra5 Programme for 2024-2025has been organised by Mark S Thompson for which we thank him. Please 
register for each talk with Ian by emailing Ian Brewer i_j_brewer@msn.com, who will send out Zoom details in 
advance. Refer to website for future updates. Please put dates in your diaries now.  
 
AGM 2025 
 
The AGM will be held in the Cavalry and Guards Club,  Chetwode Room on 30 October 2025 at 18.30. We will host 
our AGM, Talk, and Dinner in the Chetwode Room, and drink recepEons in the Small Drawing Room. Please put the 
date in your diary. 

A 3-course dinner to celebrate our AGM  will be available with wine. Final cosEngs to be arranged. 

All members will be sent an invite nearer the Eme by Ian Brewer. If anyone is interested in joining the FLTV 
commi)ee, please let Ian Brewer know. 

If any members have items that they wish to raise at the AGM, please advise Ian Brewer. 

Ian Brewer will send out papers relaEng to the AGM nearer the Eme. 

The brief AGM will be followed by a talk, yet to be confirmed. 

https://romneymarshhistory.co.uk/martello24
mailto:i_j_brewer@msn.com
mailto:roberts.olney@hotmail.co.uk


 
 
Events  
 

 
 
 
Contact us 
 
Website:   

Mark Thompson maintains the website and Facebook pages regularly, or search for us:    

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras.        

Facebook: h)ps://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/         
       
For more details, or to join, please contact us through our website or Facebook page, or email:      
membershipfltv@gmail.com       

 


