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January Newsletter 2026  

The Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras  
  

Happy New Year 

The FLTV Committee wish you all a very Happy New Year. 

 

Talks Programme  

Mark Thompson has produced a brilliant new programme for 2025/2026.   

If you are willing and able or know someone who is able and prepared to provide us with a relevant talk, please 

contact Mark Thompson - mark.s.thompson@me.com  

  

   
  

 You may find some other interesting material on our website  Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News  

The aims   of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras are:            

1.   To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining,  
enhancing,   and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines .     

2.   To encourage British interest in the Lines of Torres Vedras and awareness  
of the contemporary developments .     

3.   To raise Resources in support of these objectives .     

4.   To collaborate with Portuguese and British based     organisations, civil  
and military, in achieving these objectives .     

     

            
            

https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
https://fltv.weebly.com/news
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2026 Event Programme  

  

Spring 2026 event (25th/26th April 2026)  

We thank Ian Brewer who has been working on the plan for the Spring Visit. We are pleased to announce that the 

Friends spring trip next year will be to God’s Own County also known as Yorkshire.  It will commence on Friday 24 

April and finish at lunchtime on Sunday 26 April.  We will be staying at one of Leeds’s landmark hotels the Met 

Hotel (short walk from the station) for two nights on a bed and breakfast basis.  The weekend will commence with 

a Group dinner on the Friday night in the hotel. 

 

On the Saturday we have hired a minibus, and our first stop will be a brief look at the exterior of the Duke of 

Wellington’s (or the 33rd Foot as Wellington himself would have known it) old regimental headquarters in 

Halifax.  This will be followed for the rest of the morning by a visit to the Regimental museum of the Wellingtons 

also in Halifax. 

 

From there we head to York stopping enroute for a pub lunch at the Rockingham Arms, which is located on the 

battlefield of Towton reputedly the bloodiest single day of a battle in England.  During lunch we will hear a 

presentation on the battle by Chris Berendt, a Towton battlefield guide. From there we head to the York Army 

museum, which holds the collections of the Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire and the Royal Dragoon 

Guards and their antecedents - https://yorkarmymuseum.co.uk/collections/. 

 

We then return to our hotel in Leeds and in the evening will dine at Ambiente a Spanish Tapas restaurant. 

 

On the Sunday we will stroll to the Royal Armouries in Leeds, which is a must for anyone interested in Military 

History - https://royalarmouries.org/leeds.  The weekend ends after this visit to allow people time to travel home 

in the afternoon. 

 

The cost of the weekend will be £400 per person to include 2 nights Bed & Breakfast at the Met Hotel, 2 dinners 

on the Friday and Saturday night, pub lunch on the Saturday and hire of the minibus. Please note £150 deposit 

must be paid by End of February, balance must be paid by end of March. Maximum 18 attendees – members only. 

Payment Details Sort Code: 20-03-84 No: 83004392 Name : The Friends of Torres Vedras 

 

There are two optional items that are not included in the cost. For those arriving early on the Friday our Secretary 

Ian Brewer will be holding a mini tour of the historic pubs of Leeds and on Sunday a traditional Yorkshire Sunday 

Lunch will be held at Whitelocks reputedly the oldest pub in Leeds. 

 

If you wish to attend the weekend please confirm with Ian Brewer at I_J_Brewer@msn.com stating whether you 

would be interested in either or both of the optional items.  

  

  

Portugal 2026 (16th/21st October 2026)  

 

In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras, we have again planned two 

battlefield tours, this time to Badajoz and Albuera, based in Elvas, itself an interesting border fortification. We will 

then stay a further three nights in Carcavelos, near Lisbon, from where we will visit Forts 41 and 42 on the 2nd Line 

and the new interpretation centre at Vila Franca de Xira, as well as travel to Torres Vedras for the celebrations. We 

also hope to visit Forte São Julião on the 3rd Line and other sites depending on the popular vote. 

  

https://yorkarmymuseum.co.uk/collections/
https://royalarmouries.org/leeds
mailto:I_J_Brewer@msn.com
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The cost is £675 p.p. for the five nights, inclusive of two dinners. Insurance, flights and other dinners are the 

responsibility of individuals. The Itinerary is attached. Please note £150 deposit must be paid by 31st May, balance 

must be paid by 17th July.  

Payment Details Sort Code: 20-03-84  No: 83004392 Name : The Friends of Torres Vedras 

 

This trip is for Members only and all participants are required to book their incoming flights to Lisbon on Friday 16 

October, arriving in time for a 16.00 airport pick-up. Return flights should be booked on (or after) Wednesday 21 

October. 

  

Capacity is limited by the size of the bus and those who have expressed an interest will receive a detailed programme 

shortly. Please let Ian Brewer know by 31st January if you are interested in joining the event. If oversubscribed, we 

will use a wait list. 

  

See attached Itinerary provided by Mark Crathorne. Final arrangements depend upon the scheduling of the 

celebrations by the local authority.  

 

Portuguese Information - Thank you to Rui Moura for the following information. 

 

New 2026-2029 Board of Rota Histórica das Linhas de Torres Vedras(RHLT) 

The Rota Histórica das Linhas de Torres (RHLT), the Association for the Tourism and Heritage Development of the 

Lines of Torres Vedras, has commenced its new 2026–2029 mandate with the election and appointment of its 

governing bodies at the General Assembly held in December 2025. The RHLT is dedicated to the conservation, 

enhancement, and promotion of the historic Lines of Torres Vedras and associated natural and cultural heritage 

across its member territories. 

The newly constituted Board of Directors is led by Dra Manuela Ralha, Councillor (Vereadora) of the Câmara 

Municipal de Vila Franca de Xira, who assumes the role of President of the Board for the 2026–2029 term. She is 

supported as Vice-President by Raquel Soares Lourenço, President of the Câmara Municipal de Sobral de Monte 

Agraço, reflecting the continued intermunicipal cooperation that characterises the RHLT. Additionally, Sónia Paixão, 

from the Municipality of Loures, has been appointed President of the General Assembly. 

The Association now comprises nine full member municipalities: six founding members — Mafra, Torres Vedras, 

Sobral de Monte Agraço, Loures, Vila Franca de Xira, and Arruda dos Vinhos — together with three new 

members: Lourinhã (Vimeiro), Bombarral (Roliça), and Cadaval. This expanded membership underscores the RHLT’s 

territorial reach and commitment to integrated heritage and tourism development across the historic Lines of Torres 

region. 

A meeting has been scheduled on 15 January 2026 for Rui Moura and Mark Crathorne to meet with Dra Manuela 

Ralha, followed by a visit later to Dra Raquel Soares Lourenço to discuss priorities and collaboration for the new 

mandate. 

For 2026, the RHLT has confirmed that the flagship Dia Nacional das Linhas de Torres celebrations on 20 October will 

take place in Torres Vedras, continuing a tradition that honours the strategic military and cultural significance of the 

Lines. In addition, Ana Umbelino will continue to serve the RHLT on a pro bono basis and retain her roles in 

international engagement on behalf of the Rota Historica. 

For further information: https://www.rhlt.pt/pt/associacao-rhlt/ 

 

News of the Historical Military Archive Project - PO Army British Officers 1809–1820 -Thank you to Rui 

Moura for the following information. 

The project “PO Army British Officers 1809–1820” is a collaborative research and archival initiative dedicated to the 

identification, description, digitisation and online availability of the individual files and records of British officers 

who served in the Portuguese Army during and after the Peninsular War. Developed in cooperation with the 

Portuguese Army through the Military Historical Archive, the project aims to improve access to primary sources, 

https://www.rhlt.pt/pt/associacao-rhlt/


4 
 

correct long-standing inaccuracies in officer names, and ensure the long-term preservation and dissemination of 

this historically significant material 

Rui Moura coordinates the project, overseeing communication with institutional partners, supervising archival 

descriptions, and ensuring record quality control.  He is working in close collaboration with Marcus Beresford and 

Robert Burnham, whose scholarly expertise contributes to the historical accuracy and international relevance of the 

work. Financial support is provided through donations from the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras, the British 

Historical Society Portugal, the Friends of the British Cemetery at Elvas, and the Waterloo Association. The project 

enables the employment of two specialist researchers for four weeks and producing a searchable, structured 

database. 

The resulting database will integrate data extracted from the individual archival files with existing scholarship, 

notably articles by Ferreira Lima and Challis, as well as more recent academic works and the Challis cards. This living 

research tool will be online to support future historical analysis and public dissemination. 

Within this framework, Rui Moura presented a communication at the Portuguese Military History Colloquium in 

November 2025 on the PO Army British Officers project, and a full academic paper is scheduled for publication by 

November 2026, reinforcing the project’s contribution to both national and international military historiography. 

The Agreement (PO and UK versions) are now with the Army, to complete the financial matters. The donations cover 

the budget. The first budget was cut by €400 and the Army is covering taxes. The agreement is set to be signed end 

of March 2026 at the day of the Direção de História e Cultura Militar. 

If you want to join and participate in the project, please contact ruimoura.ri14@gmail.com. 

Personal files https://ahm-exercito.defesa.gov.pt/ 

Livros Mestres https://ahmgermil-exercito.defesa.gov.pt/ 

 

 

Linhas de Torres 100 – Annual Trail Running Event 

The Linhas de Torres 100 event, taking place on 30 and 31 January 2026, is a flagship trail-running and outdoor 

challenge that traverses the historic Lines of Torres Vedras. Participants may select from several race formats: 

Ultra Endurance 100 km (solo or relay), 50 km, 30 km, shorter trail runs, hiking, or children's races—all set in a 

scenic natural landscape.  All routes conclude at Expotorres in Torres Vedras, highlighting both sport and heritage 

in an inclusive event that combines athletic endeavour with cultural engagement. 

Organised by Associação Desportiva Trilhos do Costume with institutional support from several municipal 

partners, Linhas de Torres 100 blends competition, leisure and community participation across its trail and 

walking variants. The event also honours the Lines of Torres Vedras as a cultural landmark, offering opportunities 

for runners, walkers and families to engage with this historically significant terrain while promoting local tourism 

and outdoor activity in Portugal’s winter season. 

For more information: https://www.linhasdetorres100.com/ 

 

Information of interest to members of the Friends 

 

Sue Law , a member of our Committee whilst researching Francis McLean, from The American Revolutionary Wars 

found this information on John Moore which she has shared with us. It does reflect the shared history between 

Britain and Portugal. 

 

Francis McLean C. 1717 – 4 May 1781 

John Moore was an 18 Years old young officer in the same 82nd Regiment as Francis McLean. Moore would later 

become the Sir John Moore of great military fame. In 1777, the Prime Minister Lord North had accepted the offer 

of the Duke of Hamilton to raise a regiment at his own expense. The duke obtained the commission of a captain for 

his young friend, John Moore, who with his father had accompanied the young Duke of Hamilton on a Grand Tour 

of Europe. 

https://ahm-exercito.defesa.gov.pt/
https://ahmgermil-exercito.defesa.gov.pt/
https://www.linhasdetorres100.com/
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Once six companies were raised and trained, the newly raised 82nd but inexperienced regiment commanded by Lt-

Col Francis McLean sailed to Halifax. The Duke of Hamilton did not accompany his regiment to America. Francis 

McLean had served in the Scots brigade in the Dutch service and was captured at Bergen op Zoom (Netherlands) in 

1747, where Maréchal Lowendahl, the French commander, praised him for his bravery. In October 1758 McLean 

joined the British army as a captain in the 2nd battalion, 42nd Foot and commanded troops under General James 

Wolfe, participating in the capture of Montreal, he was also wounded in the capture of Guadeloupe in 1759. He 

exchanged into the 97th Foot in 1761, became lieutenant-colonel in 1762, and went on half pay in 1763. 

From 1762 to 1778 Francis McLean was in the Portuguese service, attaining the rank of major-general and an 

appointment to the governor of Lisbon. The British military fought together with Portugal against the forces of 

Spain and France. The King of Portugal made him the Governor of Almeida, a fortified town on the Spanish frontier, 

where he commanded for several years. 

McLean grew visibly ill during the winter of 1780–81, and died on 4 May 1781 at Halifax, Nova Scotia where he was 

buried two days later. In his will dated 13 April 1781 he left money and other gifts to his friends. He “bequeathed 

his Diamond Ring and Gold Snuff Box both of which presented to me by the King of Portugal at my departure from 

his service, and which are now lodged with my agent in London.” to a fellow officer of the 82nd. One of the witnesses 

to his will was 20-year-old John Moore, Captain 82nd Regiment. Probate was granted on 4 May 1781 at Nova Scotia 

Court, Halifax. 

 

The End of the War 

With there being no further threat from the Americans, McLean at Penobscot completed the building of the fort, 

he then left behind a small garrison to defend it and returned with the rest of his force, including Moore to Halifax. 

John Moore accompanied the force there, where he was promoted to the rank of Captain, he then went on leave 

to New York hoping to see more service in Lord Cornwallis’ army. He only arrived in time to hear of the capitulation 

of that army at Yorktown, Virginia on 19 October 1781.  

 

From Mark Crathorne, British Historical Society. Interestingly, the British Historical Society of Portugal is assisting a 

well-known Australian author and researcher, Cassandra Pybus, in furthering her research into McLean. She will visit 

Portugal in April to see Almeida and lecture on McLean at both the Historical Society and the University of Lisbon. 

 

Waterloo Association Lecture  

 

Sue Law is giving a lecture at the Waterloo Association on May 16th in Winchester. The lecture is “The Light Division 

in the Peninsular – Wellington’s Advance Guard”. The lecture is in-person and Members are welcome to attend for 

£10. Details will be published in due course on Eventbrite and on the Waterloo Association website. 

 

The Valley of the Shadow of Death by James Gillray - Contribution by Andy Grainger, a member of our committee 

 

Many members will be aware of Gillray’s satirical cartoons, many of which covered the Revolutionary and 

Napoleonic Wars. On our trip to Portugal in October 2022 I remember seeing a series in the Museum at the Castle 

of Torres Vedras near Fort San Vicente and at Fort Vincente itself. The difficulty with Gillray’s prints however, is that 

they are packed with detail, sometimes very small and consequently difficult to read. Just before Christmas 2025 

however I received the monthly e-mail from Abbott & Holder, a dealer in Prints near the British Museum. Their 

Christmas list included several Gillray prints including one entitled ‘The Valley of the Shadow of Death’ published in 

September 1808: GILLRAY, James (1756 - 1815) 

39; The Valley of the Shadow of Death; Hand coloured etching and aquatint; Published September 24th 1808 by H 

Humphrey 27 St James Street London 10.5x15.25 inches. £2,500 

 

This link will take you to the Abbott & Holder page with pictures of all the prints in the sale:  

https://www.abbottandholder.co.uk/james-gillray-satires-and-caricatures/ 

https://www.waterlooassociation.org.uk/
https://www.abbottandholder.co.uk/james-gillray-satires-and-caricatures/


6 
 

 

The Gillray Valley of the Shadow of Death is the very last one on the page. As the subject of this print lies squarely 

in our subject, I thought I would carry out some 

research and share it with you. The most useful 

discovery was that the original picture is in the 

British Museum. This link may be slow to load or 

even take you to the wrong place. If it does not 

work you should be able to find it by searching 

under 'Gillray Valley of the Shadow of Death 

or Museum number 1851,0901.1260. 

At the time this print was published in September 

1808 Spain was in chaos. Following Junot’s 

occupation of Portugal in 1807, Napoleon had 

tricked the Spanish king into abdicating and then 

marched into the country in February 1808, 

installing his brother Joseph on the throne. Although he had support from some of the wealthier and more educated 

aristocracy (the Afrancesados) the mass of the population strongly objected to the anti-clericalism, harsh taxation 

and the violence of the French troops. The May massacres in Madrid famously depicted by Goya were followed by 

revolts across the entire Peninsular which pinned the French garrisons into the cities. In July 1808 the destruction 

of Dupont’s Corps of 24,000 French troops at Bailen in Andalucia was the first significant defeat ever inflicted on a 

Napoleonic French Army. Then in August a British force landed in Portugal and a detachment under Wellesley scored 

victories at Rolica and Vimiero. It was in this heady atmosphere that Gillray published this print showing Napoleon 

encircled by threats. 

The catalogue notes produced by Abbott & Holder is drawn from Dorothy George’s Catalogue of Political and 

Personal Satires in the British Museum: She describes this print as reflecting “the exaggerated hopes of the 

immediate military and diplomatic consequences of the Spanish rising”. Napoleon is stopped on a narrow causeway 

by the British Lion and a Sicilian Terrier. Britain had been seeking to foment risings in Southern Italy and Sicily for 

some time – the Battle of Maida in Calabria was part of this effort and conducted by officers who later gained 

renown under Wellington. The causeway crosses the Ditch of Styx in which the recently crowned King Joseph is 

drowning but it is not enough to stop Death, wearing a Spanish hat and cloak and mounted on a horse of True Royal 

Spanish Breed. Death is accompanied by the Portuguese Wolf. Above them, like a bad dream are two figures 

reminding Napoleon to Remember Junot and Remember Dupont who had been defeated in Portugal and at Bailen. 

In the foreground various figures are emerging from the Lethean Ditch. Rhenish Rats (i.e. the German 

Confederation), Dutch frogs spitting out their spite – surely another alliterative word was in mind – and even the 

American Rattlesnake. The Prussian Scarecrow defeated in 1806, looks as though it might take off. Behind him 

Napoleon has dropped the chain of the Russian Bear whilst in the clouds the bad dreams of Junot and Dupont are 

surmounted by the Spirits of Charles XII and the Imperial Eagle i.e. the former Holy Roman Empire, abolished by 

Napoleon in 1806. Even the Papal Tiara is hurling thunderbolts. Above all is the Turkish new moon Rising in Blood 

the moon itself showing the waning French Influence and waxing of British Influence. All this detail must surely have 

required a magnifying glass to read as well as a seriously powerful candle. In the absence of moving pictures these 

detailed cartoons by Gillray and others such as Cruikshank, Rowlandson and many more had to deliver in a different 

way.  

With hindsight we know that Napoleon was much stronger than Gillray suggests. The forces marshalled against him 

only became effective in 1813 and then only after defeat in Russia. Nevertheless, coming after Napoleon’s victories 

at Ulm, Austerlitz and Jena in the depicting the Iberian revolts, the Spanish guerilla war, the defeat of a French Army 

at Bailen and naturally, Leo Britannicus in the foreground the cartoon demonstrates something of the optimism 

flourishing at that moment.  

 

 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_1851-0901-1260
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrancesado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Maida
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Books of Interest to members of the Friends 

 

Alice Loxton book “Uproar – Satire, Scandal and Printmakers in Georgian London. Very readable and relevant to 

previous article. 

 

Robert Craufurd’s Light Division in Wellington’s Defence of Portugal, 1809-1812 

AUTHORS: Sue Law and Dr Stephen Summerfield 

PUBLISHER: Ken Trotman Publishing in association with the Shorncliffe Trust. 

PAGES 324 pages. 

LAUNCH DATE: 16 May 2026. at the Waterloo Association event at the Rifleman 

Museum, Winchester. Put the date in your diary. 

PRICE: £26.50. It will be available from the Shorncliffe Trust, Ken Trotman Books and 

other specialist military history booksellers from 16 May 2026. 

Susan Law explained, “Three years ago, a fascinating trip with the Friends of the Lines 

of Torres Vedras to Portugal inspired me to ask of myself where were the Light Division 

were during the building of the Lines? This led to the raising of many questions and 

with the patient assistance of my co-author, Dr Stephen Summerfield we have been 

able to create a volume that is book-ended by the Journals of James Shaw Kennedy and 

Rice Jones RE that had previously been reprinted by Ken Trotman Publishing.” 

We explore the role and context of Craufurd’s Light Division that acted as Wellington’s Advanced Guard in the 

Peninsula. In early 1810 Wellington could only run a defensive campaign, and the role of the Light Division 

enabled him, not only to remain in the Peninsula but to then mount an offensive campaign, that would eventually 

see the French being forced back into France. This carries the story forward of Light Brigade from our (2016) Sir 

John Moore and the Universal Soldier; (2019) The Baker Rifle and the Early Campaigns of the 95th Rifles and 

(2023) Moore and Wellington.  

 

The volume is split into four books. Book 1 and Book 4 are contemporary diaries 

of two British officers, James Shaw Kennedy and Rice Jones RE that served with 

the Light Division.  

Book 2 explores Wellington’s dilemma in defending Portugal against a much 

stronger French Army and is the reason why he chose Colonel Robert Craufurd 

(1765-1812) to lead the Light Division. Explains how Wellington’s Intelligence 

network and Outpost Operations were carried out, and how the twin border 

fortresses of Spain and Portugal were essential for the defence of Portugal. 

Book 3 follows the Light Division, Sir Arthur Wellesley’s return to Portugal in 

May 1809 the creation of the Light Division on outpost duty. The battle of 

Almeida to the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo in January 1812 where Robert 

Craufurd was mortally wounded. 

This volume of almost 150,000 words is written using many contemporary 

accounts, newspaper accounts and letters. Much can be learned from 

contemporary personal accounts, official accounts and letters. There can be 

problems with using these, bearing in mind what the writer wanted to portray, 

personal and official accounts were meant to be public, open to whoever needed them or wanted them. Letters 

however are different, many are private, only meant to be read by the recipient, often expressing opinions that 

were not for public view, this is worth remembering when reading these letters. It is set in the wider examination 

of Campaign at that time, placing the whole in context of this. 

Thank you to Sue Law and Dr Stephen Summerfield for sharing with us. 
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FLTV Website and Facebook 

Website:  Mark Thompson maintains the website and updates the Facebook pages regularly. 

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras.  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/         For more details, or to join, please contact 

us through our website or Facebook page, or email:     membershipfltv@gmail.com       

https://www.bing.com/search?q=friends+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&qs=SC&pq=frieds+of+the+lines+of+torres+vedras&sc=12-36&cvid=91BD2A88F4AB4BC9A61603496B5E60DD&FORM=QBRE&sp=1&ghc=1&lq=0

