The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras are:
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‘ ddde e 1. To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining,
enhancing, and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines.
2. To encourage British interest in the Lines of Torres Vedras and awareness
of the contemporary developments.

I W 3. To raise Resources in support of these objectives.
4. To collaborate with Portuguese and British based organisations, civil
and military, in achieving these objectives.

November Newsletter 2025
The Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

New Talks Programme

Mark Thompson has produced a brilliant new programme for 2025/2026.

If you are willing and able or know someone who is able and prepared to provide us with a talk, please contact
Mark Thompson - mark.s.thompson@me.com

TalksﬁF;r;)gramm for 225-26

All talks (except AGM) online - Start at 7pm UK time-_qxce’p_tMay 2026.

30 October 2025 - Annual General Meeting, Cavalry & Guards Club, London.

Will Fletcher: On Campaign with the Foot Guards. The Experience of War in Wellington's
Army 1809-1814

18 November 2025 - Maj-Gen (Retd) Rui Moura: Lieutenant General Thomas William Stubbs
(1776-1844): an unknown Peninsular War hero

16 December 2025 - Sérgio Veludo: The Portuguese Civil War (1828-1834) Military Structures,
Strategy, and the Liberal-Absolutist Struggle

27 January 2026 - Gareth Glover: The Commissariat in the Peninsula - Feeding the Troops

24 February 2026 - Rui Ribolhas & Beatriz Correia Barata: From a Lost Button to the Lines of
Almada - a story of the Peninsular War

24 March 2026 - Paul Thompson: *Your Excellency’s Name Will Resound Here For All Time'. Sir
Nicholas Trant and the Common Cause: Portugal, 1809-1814

26 May 2026 - Bob Burnham: The Light Division and the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo (8PM start)
21 July 2026 Mark S Thompson The Lines of Torres Vedras - Wellington's Greatest Vlctory‘7

h talk by e emalliﬁg' = brewer@msn.com

You may find some other interesting material on our website Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News
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AGM 2025

The AGM was held in the Chetwode Room of Cavalry and Guards Club on Thursday 30 October 2025 at 18.30. The
Ambassador of Portugal, Nuno Filipe Alves Salvador e Brito attended. Thank you to lan for sending out the papers
prior to the AGM. Andrew Dismore conducted the AGM business efficiently and quickly on behalf of the FLTV. lan
Brewer will issue the minutes shortly.

The Guards Club was founded in 1810 by officers of the Foot Guards Regiments directly in response to their
experiences in the Peninsular Campaign. It served as a military social club to foster the camaraderie among Foot
Guards Officers who had fought in Portugal and Spain. The club provided a social hub in London for officers
returning from the arduous campaigns, offering a venue to maintain connections and share their experiences
from the war.

The officers who founded the Club had fought under the Duke of Wellington, enduring harsh conditions and
significant combat. The Club became a symbol of the proud service of the Guards Regiments in the Napoleonic
wars. It merged with the Cavalry Club fifty years ago in October 1975, and it became the Cavalry & Guards Club in
1976. It was where the Treaty of London Dinner was hosted and where Bernard Hornung received the President
of Portugal, as the guest of honour two years ago. Thank you to Bernard for making all the arrangements and for
organising such a beautiful venue, fantastic food and a successful social evening.

On Campaign with the Foot Guards: The Experience of War in Wellington's Army 1809-1814.

Dr William Fletcher, a distinguished Lecturer in Defence Studies at King’s College, London and at The Joint
Services Command and Staff College gave an excellent and well received talk followed by Q&A. A brief summary
of the talk provided by Chris Roberts.

Dr Fletcher explained that much of his primary material on the Guards in the Peninsula was gleaned directly from
the Guards Division archives. His research was enabled by his work to catalogue and index hitherto unorganised
records including much personal correspondence. He opened his talk with two questions “Where were the guards
engaged in the Peninsular war?” “Who were their notable officers?” In his view the record of the “Light Division”
has received a disproportionate share of the history and his talk set out to show that the Guards deserve much
credit too.

The talk opened with a short overview of the Guards and their dual role both as the King’s bodyguard with a
significant ceremonial aspect and as the senior line infantry. He explained that Guards officers were typically from
the aristocracy and landed gentry and that their purchased commissions cost more than double those of the
cavalry and even more of the line infantry. Guards officers often served on the staff and their regimental rank was
elevated by 2 ranks when deciding precedence in the wider army i.e. Captain in the Guards accorded seniority as
Lieutenant-Colonel.

The foot guards were typically the fittest and tallest recruits, and the nominal strength of Guards Battalions was
maintained at 1000 men (5-600 in infantry battalions). All three regiments of foot guards fought in the Peninsula.
The Guards landed in Corunna to reinforce Sir John Moore’s expedition and having joined the main force then
retreated back to Corunna where thelst foot Guards distinguished themselves in the action Elvina. Casualties
were however light when compared to the 33% losses both at Talavera 1809, Barrossa 1811 and at Bayonne 1814
they lost 506 men from the 2 brigades engaged.

Lieut-Colonel Henry Mackinnon, 2" Regiment (Coldstream) Guards, was killed in the storming of Ciuadad Rodrigo,
19th January 1812.

Dr Fletcher believes that his research justifies a re-evaluation of the Guards performance in the Peninsula War.



The committee have been asked to make the AGM available on Zoom in the future. This facility will be
investigated.

Your Committee:

Chairman — Andrew Dismore

Secretary — lan Brewer

Treasurer — Chris Roberts

Events/Website — Dr Mark S Thompson

Membership — Elaine Roberts

UK Members - Bernard Hornung, Marcus Cribb, Sean Scullion, Dr Martin Birch, Susan Law, Andy Grainger
Portugal Members —Mark Crathorne, Rui Baptiste Moura

Two committee members stood down. Christina Hippisley and Mary Brewer. We thank them for their service over
the years. We are pleased to welcome three new members: Susan Law, Andy Grainger, Dr Martin Birch.

Membership
We now have 78 FLTV members and 58 Associates.

2026 Event Programme

Spring 2026 event (25%/26th April 2026)

We thank lan Brewer who has been working on the provisional plan to visit the new Yorkshire Regiments
Museum in York on the Saturday and the Royal Armouries in Leeds on the Sunday. The practicality of visiting the
Duke of Wellington’s Regimental Museum in Halifax is also being assessed. Group accommodation will be booked
in Leeds. Further details to follow. Please put dates in your diary

Portugal 2026 (16/21% October 2026)
In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras we are also again
planning two Battlefield visits. We will be based in Elvas, itself an interesting border fortification and from there
visit Badajoz and Albuera. For the visit to Torres Vedras we plan to travel from a hotel in Lisbon. Numbers will be
limited by the size of the bus. Costings and a detailed schedule to follow. Many thanks to Mark Crathorne for his
efforts so far.
Final arrangements depend upon the scheduling of the celebrations by the local authority. If you are interested in
joining this member’s trip, please let lan Brewer know asap. If oversubscribed, we will use a wait list.

Books of Interest to members of the Friends

Dr Stephen Summerfield and Susan Law are both members of the Friends.



Sil'“hll Moore and ;’LTOLrEn:CS"i;fioshyr;tI;/Igo;:;Zic:];c:: Universal Soldier: The Man, the Commander and the

‘he Vniversa mdffl' AUTHORS: Stephen Summerfield and Susan Law (2016)

' ' SERIES: Shorncliffe Lectures Book 3

PUBLISHER Ken Trotman Publishing

[Epilogue by General Sir Nick Parker “The Characteristics of the 21st Century Rifleman”] —
Revised in 2022

Sir John Moore is considered the father of the modern British Army with his concept of
the Universal Soldier with the formation of the Light Brigade of the 43rd, 52nd and 95th
Rifle at Shorncliffe in Kent that became the famous Light Division of the Peninsular War.
This is not a conventional biography but an exploration of Moore’s moral principles and experiences that formed
his philosophy of the “Shorncliffe System of Training” and the development of British light infantry through their
experience in Corsica, West Indies, Ireland, and Egypt.

It also evaluates contemporary light infantry manuals including Moore’s “Instructions to the Battalions of Irish
Militia Light Infantry of 1798.

There are over 90 mostly contemporary illustrations including 24 Maps and 20 portraits as well as 14

OOBs and 25 Tables.

OFTRAINING

1 . TITLE: Landmann’s Military and Picturesque Observations on Portugal

MiLimaRY AND PICTURESQUE EDITORS: Stephen Summerfield and Gareth Glover

Dussa AT ForCoau SERIES: Views of the Peninsular War Volume 01

PUBLISHER Ken Trotman Publishing

Colonel George Thomas Landmann of the Royal Engineers served in the early years of
Peninsular War and was the son of the Professor of Artillery and Fortification of the Royal
Military Academy in Woolwich. In 1818, he published two mammoth volumes on Portugal
that were some 15%” (40cm) tall, with plates measuring 14%” by 10%” (37cm by 27cm).
The engravings were by Joseph Jeakes (1778-1818),Joseph Constantine Stadler (1755-
1828), John Hill (1770-1850), Daniel Havell (1785-1822), John Ogborne (1755-1837) and
James Baily (active 1815-34); after George Landmann. The title-page claims 75 plates including the maps; actually
76 plates were included. The extra plate of Alcacer do Sal from the East, (Estremadura) was published, but
omitted from the list of plates in Volume II.

The maps have been recoloured by Dr. Stephen Summerfield.

 Edited by

viEwsorporTuGaL  11TLE: Views of Portugal and Spain in War: The Aquatints of Lt-Col Batty, George Cumberland
ﬂ%ﬁ&é@éggﬂ (Junior) and Rev William Bradford

BOOK 1: Lt-Col Robert Batty (1832) Views of Lisbon, Oporto and Gibraltar

BOOK 2: George Cumberland, Junior (1823) Views in Spain and Portugal taken during the

A Campaigns of his Grace the Duke of Wellington

‘ BOOK 3: Rev. William Bradford (1809) Sketches of the Country, Character and Costume in
Portugal and Spain
EW.WI& BOOK 4: Rev. William Bradford (1809) Military Costume in Spain and Portugal
EDITORS: Stephen Summerfield and Gareth Glover
SERIES: Views of the Peninsular War Volume 02
PUBLISHER Ken Trotman Publishing
This second volume of the Views of the Peninsular War series brings together the superb aquatints produced by
Lt-Col Robert Batty of the 1st Foot Guards who had served during the Peninsular War; the images of the




countryside and the people drawn by Reverend William Bradford who served as Chaplain to the army during the
Corunna campaign; and George Cumberland (Junior) who also served in the peninsula as an Assistant Paymaster
General. All of these artists were therefore actual eyewitnesses to the scenes and locations they so accurately
portray. Even Batty’s views of Lisbon, Oporto and Gibraltar were sketched at the scene that they depict around
1830, when little had fundamentally changed from what Wellington’s soldiers would have observed during the
campaigns of 1808-14.

The Shorncliffe Trust receives 100% of the sales most of the above books, now priced at £26.50, however the
books on the Views of Portugal and Spain in War are priced at £47.50 and are only available directly from Ken
Trotman, publisher

The are other Shorncliffe Trust books available through:
* Ken Trotman, publisher
*  The Shorncliffe Trust via their website shop: https://shorncliffe-trust.org.uk/visit-our-store/
e eBaystore: https://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/the_shorncliffe_trust

" " This book is recommended reading for the trip to Portugal in 2026.
% Albuera. The Fatal Hill: The Allied Campaign in Southern Spain in 1811 and the Battle
of Albuera by Mark S Thompson

' This book describes the Allied campaign in southern Spain in 1811. Marshal William

‘ Carr Beresford commanded the Anglo-Portuguese army and led the Allied army at the

ALBUERA - THE /¥ battle of Albuera. His forces twice tried to retake the fortress of Badajoz. This is the
FaTAL HILL | story of a difficult and costly campaign for the Allied army.

Available from Amazon

Link to book: https://www.amazon.co.uk/Albuera-Fatal-Hill-Campaign-

BB Southern/dp/1517339804

Mark S: Thompson

Podcast Links

The Fortress Study Group had a talk by Mark Thompson on The Design of the Lines of Torres Vedras in February
2024.
There are further Podcast links on our website. Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

Invade Publication

Please look at the latest Invade Magazine, produced by the Portuguese Rota Histdrica das Linhas de Torres in
English and Portuguese.

Portuguese Municipality Changes

The FLTV have close connections with the local Portuguese Municipalities who look after the Lines. The
Portuguese local elections, held every 4 years, were held in October. This has implications to the Mayors for the
Municipalities and how they support the Portuguese Rota Histérica das Linhas de Torres and the CILT

interpretation centres along the lines. Rui Moura is keeping the committee abreast of these changes and we will
update our Associates List to reflect the changes as they are confirmed. There are two additional Municipalities
which are now applying to join the Rota.
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Ana Umbelino will retire from the Rota as a result but will continue to assist in the transition. Ana has always
supported the FLTV both in Portugal on our visits and attending events in the UK. The FLTV would like to thank
Ana for that support and wish her well for the future.

Christina Hippisley has sat on the FLTV committee representing the Portuguese Chamber of Commerce. Christina
is stepping down from the committee. The FLTV would like to thank her for all support in the past and hope she
will continue to be involved with the FLTV at future events.

Contacts
Website: Mark Thompson maintains the website and Facebook pages regularly, or search for us:

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/
For more details, or to join, please contact us through our website or Facebook page, or email:
membershipfltv@gmail.com
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