The aims of the Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras are:
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To support Portuguese institutions and local authorities in maintaining,
enhancing, and explaining the physical infrastructure of the Lines.

2. To encourage British interest in the Lines of Torres Vedras and awareness
of the contemporary developments.

3. To raise Resources in support of these objectives.

4. To collaborate with Portuguese and British based organisations, civil
and military, in achieving these objectives.

October Newsletter 2025
The Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

New Talks Programme

Mark Thompson has produced a brilliant new programme for 2025/2026.

If you are willing and able or know someone who is able and prepared to provide us with a talk, please contact
Mark Thompson - mark.s.thompson@me.com

Talks Programme for 2025-26

All talks (except AGM) online - Start at 7pm UK time except May 2026.

30 October 2025 - Annual General Meeting, Cavalry & Guards Club, London.

Will Fletcher: On Campaign with the Foot Guards. The Experience of War in Wellington's
Army 1809- 1814

18 November 2025 - Maj-Gen (Retd) Rui Moura: Lieutenant General Thomas William Stubbs
(1776-1844): an unknown Peninsular War hero

16 December 2025 - Sérgio Veludo: The Portuguese Civil War (1828—-1834) Military Structures,
Strategy, and the Liberal-Absolutist Struggle

27 January 2026 - Gareth Glover: The Commissariat in the Peninsula - Feeding the Troops

24 February 2026 - Rui Ribolhas: From a Lost Button to the Lines of Almada - a story of the
Peninsular War

24 March 2026 - Paul Thompson: "Your Excellency’s Name Will Resound Here For All Time'. Sir
Nicholas Trant and the Common Cause: Portugal, 1809-1814

26 May 2026 - Bob Burnham: The Light Division and the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo (8PM start)
21 July 2026 - Mark S Thompson The Lines of Torres Vedras - Wellington's Greatest Victory?

You may find some interesting material on our website Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras - News



mailto:mark.s.thompson@me.com
https://fltv.weebly.com/news

AGM 2025

The AGM will be held in the Chetwode Room on the Second Floor of Cavalry and Guards Club, 127 Piccadilly, on
Thursday 30 October 2025 at 18.30.

Members and their guests are welcome to a Drinks Reception which will be served in the Small Drawing Room,
from 18:00 onwards. This is also on the Second Floor and opposite the Chetwode Room. Cost £20 for
non-members. Free of charge for Members. Dress code, dark suit preferred, jacket and tie are perfectly
acceptable. Absolutely no trainers or jeans please. Please confirm your attendance, and we look forward to
seeing you all soon.

Guests are welcome to attend the AGM at 18:30 (no voice or vote) or to remain in the Small Drawing Room until
the Talk following the AGM at 19:00.

Dr William Fletcher, a distinguished Lecturer in Defence Studies at King’s College, London and at The Joint
Services Command and Staff College will give a 45-minute talk followed by Q&A, "On Campaign with the Foot
Guards: The Experience of War in Wellington's Army 1809-1814." 19:00-20:00.

This will be followed by a glass of White Port and Tonic, served in the Small Drawing Room, for Members and
Guests remaining for dinner, only.

We will take our places at 20:30 in the Chetwode Room, and dinner will be served at 20:40.
The cost of a White Port and Tonic, and the 3-course dinner with wine which follows, is £95 per person. Members
and Guests are asked to confirm their planned attendance at this AGM Dinner soonest, and by 16™ October 2025

at the very latest please. Payment in full at the time of booking please.

The menu for dinner includes three signature dishes:

Starter: Coronation Crab
Main Course: Partridge Wellington
Pudding: Cheese Souffle

Coffee/Tea/Infusions.

(Vegetarian and Allergen Free options are available upon request). Please notify lan Brewer of any special dietary
requirements when booking.

Please encourage your guests to become Members of the Friends, and if any Member is interested in serving on
the FLTV Committee, please let lan Brewer know before 3 October 2025.

If any members have items that they wish to raise at the AGM, please advise lan Brewer by the same date.
lan Brewer will send out papers relating to the AGM nearer the time.

2026 Event Programme

Spring 2026 event (25%"/26th April 2026)

We thank lan Brewer who has been working on the provisional plan to visit the new Yorkshire Regiments
Museum in York on the Saturday and the Royal Armouries in Leeds on the Sunday. The practicality of visiting the



Duke of Wellington’s Regimental Museum in Halifax is also being assessed. Group accommodation will be booked
in Leeds. Further details to follow.

Portugal 2026 (16*"/21* October 2026)

In addition to joining the Rota for their celebratory events for the Lines of Torres Vedras we are also again
planning two Battlefield visits. We will be based in Elvas, itself an interesting border fortification and from there
visit Badajoz and Albuera. Mark Thompson’s book “The Fatal Hill” is a recommended read. For the visit to Torres
Vedras we plan to travel from a hotel in Lisbon. Numbers will be limited by the size of the bus. Costings and a
detailed schedule to follow. Many thanks to Mark Crathorne for his efforts so far.

Final arrangements depend upon the scheduling of the celebrations by the local authority.
If you are interested in joining this member’s trip, please let lan Brewer know asap. If oversubscribed, we will use
a wait list.

Books of Interest

Dr Stephen Summefield and Susan Law are both members. | am planning to include a precis of selected books in
future Newsletters.

Sir John Moore's Shorncliffe Legacy: From Corunna to the Great War.
[Shorncliffe Lectures 4]

Stephen Head and Dr Stephen Summerfield (2018)

Shorncliffe Trust in association with Ken Trotman Books.

Shorncliffeg |

The heights at Shorncliffe have been used from earliest time to warn of threat of the invasion of Kent since at
least the time of Julius Caesar invasion. Henry VIII built Sandgate Castle below Shorncliffe to secure the area. By
the 18th Century, the government who had already authorised training of the militia at Shorncliffe since at least
the 1780s, realised the need for a more permanent camp and on 11 June 1794 authorised the purchase of the
land to form a military encampment.

In 1794, the Shorncliffe Redoubt was constructed above the permanent Shorncliffe Battery designed by Colonel
William Twiss, Royal Engineers. The camp evolved from a tented camp into wooden huts before brick barracks
were erected in the mid-Victorian period. The camp grew into the second largest army camp in the country by
the first half of the 20th Century. This resulted eventually in a unique site that has surviving military structures
with links to military campaigns throughout the world. Shorncliffe is a precious piece of the larger “mosaic” that
makes up British history.

Christopher Shaw (Chairman of the Shorncliffe Trust) passionately states his reasons for campaigning for the
preservation of the history and the stories of the men who served at Shorncliffe as part of the inaugural address
for the Shorncliffe Lectures in 2014 (Chapter 1). Susan Law and Dr Stephen Summerfield addressed questions at
the third Shorncliffe Lecture (2016) on Sir John Moore (Chapter 2).

In 2014, the prolific and respected author Professor Charles Esdaile of Liverpool University presented a lecture
upon Sir John Moore: A Problematic Hero (Chapter 5). Brigadier Henry Clinton’s contemporary defence of Sir John
Moore and his retreat published in 1809 (Chapter 6) gives a differing view. Further Chapters give interesting
accounts of two historical re-enactors (Vince Law of the 95th Rifles and James Hinton of the 79th Cameron
Highlanders) who walked the 180-mile retreat to Corunna on the 200th anniversary in 2009.



Further chapters follow the work of the Shorncliffe Trust through examples of the hosted lectures - An American
Sharpe by Gareth Glover— Battlefield Surgery by Michael Crumplin and — The Brigade of Gurkhas by Gavin
Edgerley-Harris.

The Baker Rifle and
the Early Campaigns  The Baker Rifle and the Early Campaigns of the 95th Rifles [Shorncliffe
f the 95° Rifls

Lectures 5]
Dr Stephen Summerfield and Susan Law
Shorncliffe Trust in association with Ken Trotman Publishing

Book 5 of the Shorncliffe Lectures series explores the development of the Baker Rifle and the Experimental Corps
of Riflemen by Colonel Coote-Manningham that became the 95th Rifles. This was the first permanent light
infantry and a unit subsequently a rifle armed regiment in the British Army. There are 20 Maps, 27 Orders of
Battle (OOBs), 93 Tables and over 110 illustrations including 56 of rifles, sword bayonets and bayonets. The
themes of the book are:-
1. The origins (Chapter 1) and formation (Chapter 8) of the 95th Rifles as the Experimental Corps of
Riflemen under Colonel Coote Manningham.
2. The development of the Baker Rifle and its use (Chapters 2-6),
3. The barracks (Chapter 7), the training in Essex, Kent and Sussex (Chapter 8, 10, 14-15), their drilling of
the Volunteer Riflemen (Chapter 16) and the formation of the 2/95th in Canterbury on 1805 (Chapter
17).
4. The early campaigns over the first seven years of their existence (Chapters 9, 11-12 and 18-20), and their
campaign medals (Chapter 21).
5. Selected articles from the Regulations for the Rifle Corps (Chapter 22) and the Shorncliffe Lectures of
1803 are printed in full (Chapter 23)

The Shorncliffe Trust receives 100% of the sales of the above books, now priced at £26.50.

The are books available through:
o Ken Trotman, publisher
e The Shorncliffe Trust via their website shop: https://shorncliffe-trust.org.uk/visit-our-store/
e eBay store: https://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/the_shorncliffe_trust

YouTube Information

Christian Parkinson (Redcoat History) produces, sometimes in conjunction
with a FLTV member - Marcus Cribb, video material on YouTube.

This recent and most relevant video may be of interest to our members.
Thank you to Christian Parkinson.

https://youtu.be/TOMXLhZFk4A?si=Hio7fSeiAguNN019
Preview YouTube video Was This Wellington's Most INGENIOUS victory?

Please note YouTube videos are made available to you by advertisements. Redcoat History membership is paid for
by subscription.

Christian has kindly acknowledged the FLTV on his Pipes, Bayonets and Bravery — Redcoat history Post.
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There are further You Tube links on our website. Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

Invade Publication

Please look at the latest Invade Magazine, produced by the Portuguese Rota Histdrica das Linhas de Torres in
English.

Tim Boswell, Baron Boswell of Aynho (2/12/1942- 30/8/2025)

The FLTV regret the death of Tim Boswell, who was the first Chairman of the FLTV from 2009 for over 6 years. Tim
was a British politician. He was the MP for Daventry from 1987 until he stood down in 2010, after which he was
appointed to the House of Lords as a Life Peer.

Friends of the British Cemetery Elvas, Portugal Associa¢cdo dos Amigos do Cemitério dos Ingleses em Elvas

Friends of the lines of Torres Vedras may be interested in this event.

The Association of the Friends of the British Cemetery in Elvas is organising an
evening reception to be held in the Fusiliers Headquarters at the Tower of London
in UK on Wednesday 22nd October this year from 19:00.

Guests will enjoy a memorable evening in this historic setting, visit the Fusiliers’
Museum where we learn the beginnings of the regiment which, amongst other
4 regiments, we commemorate in our May ceremonies in Elvas, Vila Vigosa, Valverde
L, de Leganés and La Albuera. Guests have the privilege to use the Fusiliers’ Mess and
enjoy a selection of fine canapés, wine and excellent company.

The cost is £65 per person (or €75 if paid in euros) and to be paid by the 1% October. Spaces are limited, and early
booking is encouraged. This evening reception is open to your friends and family. To confirm your booking, please
complete the booking form attached and email it to info@british-cemetery-elvas.org along with proof of payment.

Contacts
Website: Mark Thompson maintains the website and Facebook pages regularly, or search for us:

Friends of the Lines of Torres Vedras

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/293029624070745/
For more details, or to join, please contact us through our website or Facebook page, or email:
membershipfltv@gmail.com
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